
Music Grading Rubric

Practice Card 10% Advanced 4 Proficient 3 Partially Proficient 2 In Progress 1

Insufficient 

Evidence Z

Days Practiced 6 or 7 4 or 5 2 or 3 1 No evidence of 

practice 

Minutes Practiced 180 or more 120-179 60-119 1 to 59 No evidence of 

practice 

Assessment 90%

Tone Tone is 
consistently 
focused, clear, 
and centered 
throughout the 
range of the 
instrument. Tone 
has professional 
quality.

Tone is focused, 
clear and 
centered through 
the normal 
playing range of 
the instrument. 
Extremes in 
range sometimes 
cause tone to be 
less controlled. 
Tone quality 
typically does not 
detract from the 
performance.

Tone is often focused, clear 
and centered, but sometimes 
the tone is uncontrolled in the 
normal playing range. 
Extremes in range are usually 
uncontrolled. Occasionally the 
tone quality detracts from 
overall performance.

The tone is often 
not focused, clear or 
centered regardless 
of the range being 
played, significantly 
detracting from the 
overall 
performance.

The tone is 
consistently 
unfocused, clear or 
centered in all ranges.  
The tone distracts the 
listener from 
recognizing the tune 
or melody being 
played.

Pitch Virtually no errors. 
Pitch is very 
accurate.

An occasional 
isolated error, but 
most of the time 
pitch is accurate 
and secure.

Some accurate pitches, but 
there are frequent and/or 
repeated errors.

Very few accurate 
or secure pitches.

Virtually no accurate 
pitches.

Note Accuracy Notes are 
consistently 
accurate.

An occasional 
inaccurate note is 
played, but does 
not detract from 
overall 
performance.

A few inaccurate notes are 
played, detracting somewhat 
from the overall performance.

Wrong notes 
consistently detract 
from the 
performance.

Wrong notes prevent 
listener from 
recognizing the tune 
or melody being 
played.

Rhythm Accuracy Rhythm is 
extremely steady, 
precise and 
reflects the style 
of the piece.

Rhythm is 
steady, precise 
and reflects the 
style of the piece.

Rhythm is not steady, precise 
or does not reflects the style of 
the piece.

Rhythm is hard to 
follow, stops and 
starts not 
consistent.

Rhythm lacks a sense 
of a beat or pulse.

Articulation Secure attacks. 
Markings 
(staccato, legato, 
slur, accents, 
etc.) are executed 
accurately as 
directed by the 
score and/or the 
conductor.

Attacks are 
usually secure, 
though there 
might be an 
isolated error. 
Markings are 
executed 
accurately as 
directed by the 
score and/or the 
conductor.

Attacks are rarely secure, but 
markings are often not 
executed accurately as 
directed by the score and/or 
the conductor.

Few secure attacks. 
Markings are 
typically not 
executed 
accurately.

No secure attacks. No 
markings are 
executed accurately.


