Information on Transition for World Languages

As we prepare for our transition to a Middle School (6-8) and a 4-year High School, we have been constantly communicating between our school levels.  Successful transitioning for your student is vitally important to us, and to that end, we have recently been discussing our differences in the delivery of our World Language curriculum.

Last year, Rocky Mountain High School committed to provide a place for students leaving Blevins with completion of a Level 1A World Language.  This scenario involved those affected students being able to enroll in the second half of the Level 1 language courses at Rocky.  The idea behind this is that they would save room in their schedule for other possible elective offerings, as well as be protected from taking the same content over again.  In further reviewing this accommodation, we would like to make you aware of its potential pitfalls.

Level 1 World Languages at Blevins are taught over a 2-year time period with emphasis placed on mastery of both foundational concepts (speaking, grammar) of the language and cultural aspects of Spanish speaking countries.  Level 1 World Languages at Rocky are taught over a semester in the 4x4 block system (90 minutes, 5 days per week).  This block pacing is 4 times faster than Blevins students are accustomed to in the 1A/1B system.  This difference in pacing, coupled with data analysis of our World Language student success rates as first-year Rocky Mountain High School students, have led us to jointly issue the following recommendations:

· We would recommend students who have completed a Level 1A World Language at Blevins, and are interested in continuing in that language, to sign up for a Level 1 World Language at Rocky.  This would allow students to adapt to the accelerated pacing of the class while reviewing material, hopefully giving them a greater opportunity for a successful transition to high school.

· If students would prefer the aforementioned option of taking the 2nd quarter of a Level 1 World Language, they must contact their new high school counselor after they have turned in their Course Selection Sheet in the registration process.  They can do this by calling 488-7032, and the Rocky Student Services Secretary will direct them to their individual counselor.  This option is not recommended, but we feel it is important to allow students and their parents to self-select this challenge.

We thank you for your support of your student in advance of this transition and we ask that you contact either school with any direct or specific questions you may have regarding this proposal.  
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