8th grade reading journal
What’s more relaxing than lying in the shade on a lazy summer afternoon with a good book?  I don’t mean a book your teacher told you to read, or a book that you have to write an essay about.  I mean a book of your own choosing, a book about a topic that interests you. You know, that book that your best friend keeps talking about, or the one they made into a movie.  I don’t know about you, but that’s one of the joys of my summer vacation, reading for the fun of it, and that’s what your summer assignment is. That’s right.  Your summer assignment is to read for just for the fun of it!  Once you have completed reading your book, write an entry in your reading journal.  
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What is a reading journal?” 

A reading journal is a great way to document the books you’ve loved, liked, or hated.  Our hope is that keeping a reading journal becomes a habit that follows you for the rest of your life.  If you already are in the habit of keeping a reading journal, please just continue!

What are the requirements of a reading journal?

1.   Students may not include books that they have read during previous grades. 

2.   Please purchase a spiral notebook, 1 subject, 70 sheets, 101/2” x 8”.  Staple this sheet in the front cover so you can refer to it as you make your entries.  Make sure your entries are in chronological order. No loose pages will be accepted.  
3.   Enter information about books you’ve completed and books you haven’t completed.


a.  You are required to read a minimum three books and 750 pages.


b.  You are more than welcome to read more books and/or pages, which you can use to earn extra credit. (You can earn 1% extra credit points, usually about 15 points, for every 250 pages, up to 750 or 3% points.  For example, if you read 500 extra pages and enter them in your reading journal, you would earn 2% extra credit points (30 points) for the semester.)
4.   Once you’ve finished with a book, enter the information in your reading journal.

5.   Please turn the page over for a sample entry.

6.   KEEP YOUR READING JOURNAL!  You will add to it throughout 8th grade.

Ms. Petersen

Mrs. Wilms

Each entry will be graded using the following rubric:
	
	5
	4
	3

	Content


	All subjects are addressed and the reader gains a good understanding of the book.  A reader would be able to decide if s/he would be interested in reading the book from each entry.  
	All subjects are addressed and the reader gains some  understanding of the book.  A reader would have a few questions before s/he would be able to decide if s/he would be interested in reading the book from each entry.
	One or more subjects are missing from the entries, so the reader does not have a thorough understanding of the book.  A reader would be unable to decide if s/he would be interested in reading the book from each entry.

	Style


	Writing reflects attention to craft: varied and interesting sentences; minimal use of pronouns; transitions to guide reader; attention to mechanics. (capitalization, punctuation, spelling) 
	Writing reflects some attention to craft.  Sentence structure is correct, but repetitive or uninteresting.  Pronouns are used when nouns would be better.  Several mechanics errors. 
	Style does not reflect attention to craft: many incomplete sentences; overuse of pronouns; lack of transitions; many mechanics errors

	Appearance


	Writing is legible and neat throughout the entry.  Each entry begins on a new page. All subject headings are clearly identified and neatly spaced.  
	At times handwriting is difficult to read. Overcrowding of words or entries, eraser marks, or cross outs detract from appearance.  Subject heading are present, but not clearly identified.
	Much of the handwriting is illegible to the reader.  It’s difficult to determine where one entry ends and another begins. Subject headings are missing.


Here’s a sample entry from Mrs. Wilms' reading journal

Title of Book
Peace Like a River




Author   Leif Enger

# of pages   213

Date you read the book:  March 12—March 14, 2004  Spring Break!


Why did you choose this book?:  It was the Denver “One City” book selection and was recommended by the Denver Post, plus it was by a fellow Minnesotan!

Synopsis:  3-5 sentences that summarize the book.  Include the main problem and the resolution.
Peace Like a River tells the story of a close-knit family that is tested when the oldest son, Davy, is accused of murder.  He runs away from the law, but his family finds him and has to decide what their true values are: protecting the son or respecting the law.  As all this unfolds, the younger son, Reuben, narrates the story as his sister, Swede, writes Western cowboy poetry that parallels the plot. 

Topics in the book:  law, poverty, family love, cowboy poetry, small town life
Characters: Davy, Reuben, Swede Land and their father, Jeremiah Land
Setting: The story takes place in small-towns in Minnesota and North Dakota during the 1960s.

Did you finish the book?  Yes
Who would your recommend this book to?  I would say anyone 15 or older would like this book.  I would definitely recommend it to my mom and mother-in-law.  It’s a compelling story with very little violence or questionable situations.

Did you like this book?  Why or why not?  This was one of my favorite books EVER.  It reminded me of To Kill a Mockingbird because of the strong father.  Reuben  and Swede were a very likable brother and sister.  The family’s situation was very suspenseful, especially as it related to Davy. I  also liked the interspersing of cowboy poetry.  

