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2nd Quarter/1st Semester

From the Principal...

The second semester is off to a
great start! Lesher staff and students
aboard the Viking ship have adjusted
to new semester classes and schedules,
and are continuing to work hard on
academic achievement. In addition,
our boys basketball team and extra-
curricular student groups have added
to the positive atmosphere throughout
our building.

We had a very successful Open
House and Curriculum Fair for incom-
ing 6" graders and their families on
January 24", We've also met many
more new students and families via the
shadowing opportunities and Tuesday
and Thursday morning tours we
provide. Our counselors will be
visiting elementary schools after the
February 8t school choice deadline to
distribute registration packets for our
new students. At the same time, they
are getting ready to register our current
7t and 8t graders for next year’s
classes. 2008-2009 will be the last
year that Lesher will be a 7t, 8", and
Oth grade junior high school. We are
moving to a 6, 7%, and 8t grade
middle school format in the fall of
2009. That fall we will be welcoming
TWO new grade levels at once!

Got THOR?

January 2008

The Lesher leadership team is
working on its site readiness plan in
support of this grade configuration ini-
tiative. To encourage parental and
community involvement in the crea-
tion of our readiness plan we will be
dedicating our School Improvement
Team (SIT) meetings to this purpose
this spring. SIT meetings are the third
Monday of every month in the Media
Center beginning at 5PM.

| especially want to congratulate
all our students who achieved Gold,
Silver, or Bronze Honor Roll recogni-
tion for the 1t semester (see page 4-5).
We are all proud of you and of
Lesher’s “High” overall academic per-
formance rating on our School Ac-
countability Report (SAR) for the
2006-2007 school year.

| live the dream everyday | walk
through the doors at Lesher. | feel in-
spired and empowered to work with
such a wonderful group of professional
educators, supportive families, and cu-
rious students. GO VIKINGS!

Tom Dodd
Principal
' eamwork
Honesty
° rganization
nespeet
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PSD Announces Weather-Related Delayed Start Plan for Schools

Should the need arise due to inclement weather and/or
questionable road conditions, Poudre School District may
implement a delayed start of all schools by 2 hours. PSD’s
policy was revised in December 2007. The following is
important information for parents regarding notification
of delayed start, as well a refresher for early release plans.

Delayed Start of Schools:

&

&

Delayed start decision: A decision about delayed start will
be made by 5:30 a.m.

Parent notification: visit the PSD website at
www.psdschools.org or tune in to local radio or television
stations (listed on reverse side of this page) to find out
about delayed start the morning of the day in question.
Please do not call schools, district offices, or broadcast me-
dia. No announcements by media and on the website
means all schools are open as usual.

Bus pick up times: Buses will pick up students at bus stops 2
hours later than regularly scheduled pick-up times. Buses
will make every effort to be punctual, although traffic and
road conditions may increase travel time. Please ensure your
child is dressed warmly in anticipation of a potentially
longer wait time. Parents are encouraged to walk their chil-
dren to bus stops and avoid walking along the roadways.
Sidewalks are safer even if these areas are not cleared of
snOw.

Drop off and arrival times: Parents dropping off students,
students who walk, and students driving to school should
arrive 2 hours after their regular arrival times. Please do not
arrive earlier.

Kindergarten and Early Childhood programs: Morning-only
kindergarten programs and morning Early Childhood pro-
grams are cancelled when there is a delayed start schedule.

&

&

Afternoon kindergarten and afternoon Early Childhood
programs will run on normal schedules. Full-day kindergar-
ten and full-day Early Childhood programs will start 2 hours
later than normal.

Before- and after-school childcare: B.A.S.E. (Before and
After School Enrichment) Camp will open as normally
scheduled for students attending these programs. If your
childcare provider is other than B.A.S.E. Camp, contact
them for start times.

School dismissal times: School dismissal times will remain on
regular schedules, including bus drop-off times in neighbor-
hoods and parent pick-up times at schools.

Early Release of Schools:

&

If the weather forecast suddenly changes to adverse condi-
tions, PSD may put into action an early release. Parents are
urged to please develop a plan for the possibility of your
student’s early release to your home. B.A.S.E. (Before and
After School Enrichment) Camp will also release early if
schools release students early.

When PSD makes a decision to close schools earlier than the
regularly-scheduled release times due to inclement weather
and/or questionable road conditions, parents will be noti-
fied by phone. In addition, media outlets (listed above) and
the PSD website (www.psdschools.org) also will communi-
cate early release information.

Parents are urged to make sure family contacts and tele-
phone numbers are current at your child’s school for such
an emergency.

For additional information about the policy and proce-
dures, contact Scott French, PSD director of transportation,
at 490-3555.

Superintendent Hosts" Listening Sessions” for Community

Parents and community members will have an opportunity to talk with Superintendent of Schools Jerry Wilson
during several “listening sessions” scheduled throughout the school year at different locations.

The informal gatherings are an opportunity to talk with Dr. Wilson about issues and concerns, ways to enhance
student achievement, and ask questions about PSD’s major initiatives.

“Listening Sessions” will be held:

Thursday, January 31, 2008, 7-8 PM ~ Preston Junior High Media Center, 4901 Corbett Drive
Thursday, March 6, 2008, Noon-1PM ~ Partnership and Volunteer Center, 1630 S. Stover Street
Tuesday, May 6, 2008, 7-8 PM ~ Bauder Elementary School , 2345 W. Prospect Road

Everyone is encouraged to attend. No registration is necessary. For more information, call 490-3607 or e-mail
info@psdschools.org.
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ELO
Has
Begun!

ELO (Extended Learning Opportu-
nity) began on January 15th. ELO is
held each Tuesday afternoon from 2:45-
3:45 PM in the Lesher Media Center. It
is open to all Lesher students and is
staffed by four Lesher teachers.

This program is not simply for stu-
dents who are struggling academically.
It is designed as a structured time and
place where students can receive one-
on-one help with class work, make up
missing work, or simply have a quiet
place to complete homework and
receive additional instruction. Other
important details:

Students are expected to remain at
ELO for the ENTIRE hour. If work is
finished early they may bring a book
to read or other assignments to work
on. Additional learning opportuni-
ties will also be made available (i.e.
print off grades, CSAP prep materi-
als, etc.)

Students must arrange for their own
transportation. They should be
picked up promptly at 3:45 PM.

A snack of some variety will be
provided.

IB Learner Profile
Lesher students and teachers strive to be inquirers,
knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled,
open-minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced,

and reflective.

PLC Priorities
Focus on Learning

Focus on Collaborative Culture

Focus on Results

Provide Timely, Relevant Information
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PSD School of Choice Deadline is February 8

Approximately 70% of PSD

students attend neighborhood
schools, where PSD’s rigorous
standards-based  curriculum s

complemented by enrichment
activities. However, parents who
would like their children to at-
tend a school outside of their at-
tendance area can do so through
School Choice.

Parents may choose from a
neighborhood school, a school
close to work, all-day or half-day
kindergarten programs, before-
and after-school care, and various
programs and curricula (on a
space-available basis).  Students

who have been accepted for
School of Choice do NOT need
to fill out a new application each
year.

PSD’s School Choice dead-
line is Friday, February 8, 2008.
School Choice students are ac-
cepted on a space-available basis,
and transportation is the respon-
sibility of the parent. To access a
School Choice application form,
visit  www.psdschools.org and
click on “School Registration,” or
pick up an application at any
school office or at the Johannsen
Support Services Center, 2407
LaPorte Avenue, Fort Collins.

Congratulations to Lesher staff members for these
prestigious nominations by the
Poudre School District Foundation:

Wylie Cate ~ Promising Teacher Award
Lisa Crossland ~ Excellence in Education Award

1, 2.8.8.2.2.0.6.0.0.6.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.1
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ROTARY HONORARY STUDENTS

Our Rotary Honorary Students who exemplify
personal values, leadership, and the ideals of
truthfulness, fairness, and providing beneficial

service to others.

Please congratulate these Lesher students who
were honored at a luncheon on November 13.

For 7th Grade:
For 8th Grade:
For 9th Grade:

1.2.2.2.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.0.0.0.0.6.6.8

Diego Fuerte-Duran
Charles Rappe
Connor Weitz

226 26 26 26 2 2 2 26 26 2 2 2 2 2 2
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HONOR ROLL—1st SEMESTER

Congratulations to these Lesher students for their hard work during
the 1st semester of this year.
1.2.2.2.2.2.0.6.8.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.¢.0.9.0.90.0.0.0.0.0.¢.0.90.000.0000.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0

GOLD ~ 4.0
9th Grade

Samantha Boyce
Daisy Espindola-Martinez
Whitney Foster
Evon Harmon
Allison Hatch
Courtney Hawker
Jerae Martinez
Sarah Mclaughlin
Tessa Melli
Allison Perry
Claire Seitzinger
Abigail Smith
Lucas Suazo
Frances Wright

8t Grade
Alexander Bieman
Emma Bridges
Ashley Brooks
Lisa Buccafusca
Eleanore Campbell
Tori Colegate
Julia Cooper
Kyra Daniels
Sofia Drummond-Moore
Kala Early
Jordan Gless
Jonah Greene
Ryan Hoenig
Laurel Kassenbrock
Shagun Kaul

Wahida Khan
Ryan Lembitz
Alba Mariner
Nicole McAuliffe
Jared Miller
Brady Mosbrucker
Angela Natrasevschi
Socorro Ontiveros
Reid Palmquist
Eric Parsonnet
Griffin Paul

Karen Perez
Diana Pham
Juliana Pham
Diana Potterveld
Andrea Raab
Heidi Roche
Logan Rogers
Brook Santangelo
Lauren Short
George Simpson
Hannah Simpson
Gwendolyn Snider
Susannah Spurlock
Emily Swartz
Cody Taulman
Bristyn Thompson
Keith Tuttle
Robert Tuttle
Marie Van Dyne
Jeanette Yanez
Edward Zhu

7t Grade

Straten Ahlbrandt
Meghan Barker
Annaleigh Bauer
Marissa Beccard
Kelsey Belk
Harrison Bishop
Alexander Blaho
Jonas David
Ryan Davis
Brandi Demmer
Andrew Epstein
Grace Farley
Isabelle Febvre
Austin Blaho
Kyle Bortner
Colter Broadwell
Katherine Brokish
Jack Carroll
Kathleen Craig
Julia Cross
Katrina Damschroder
Nicole Finnman
Claire Gallagher
Benjamin Greuel
Rebecca Halter
Elise Hayashi
Ayla Hendrickson
Rachel Herndon
MacKenzie Hewitt
Erin Hooker
Sierra Jubin
Digby Kalert

The Voyager

AB@

Brielle Kelley

Noah Larsen

Andre Lesartre
Christopher Leydens
Samuel Loftis

Sarah Loftis

Daniel Mallal
Pratheeksha Mallikarjun
Rosendo Marquez-Vazquez
Kaylee Mazza
Rebecca Mclaughlin
Urangua Mijiddor;j
Christa Pacheco
Christopher Panella
Russell Pavsek
Connor Payne
Lauren Petersen
Manny Sasick

Kate Schirmer

Kaeli Schmidt

Mary Schooler
Teagan Sebba

Luke Siddens
Margaret Stitzel
Charlie Theobald
Adeline Thompson
Nicola van den Heever
Karla Venzor

Evelyn Von Nieda
Menglan Wang
Christine Ward

Amy Weintraub
Larissa Willkomm
Kaylee Zimlich

1 2.20.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0000220202008000000000000800888000088880000880.0.

SILVER ~ 3.75 - 3.999
9th Grade

Axel Anguiano
Stevie Becker
Laura Johnson
Yoon Hyung Kim
Aileen Mendoza
Teresa Stackhouse
Blythe Stowe
Nikolas Szejna

Brittany Wetzel
Katie Wetzel
Marci Witczak

8th Grade
Megan Arent
Andrea Arreguin
Duncan Calhoon
Tyne Clifton
Susannah Coryell
Alexes Diaz

Nicole Dowswell
Jessica Espinosa

Elisabeth Fahrenbruch
Rebekka Fahrenbruch

Canace Finley
Connor Finnell
Grant Fourcroy
Austin Gloss
Rudrani Gollapudi
Andra Helton
Kadie Kobielusz

Brianna Lewis
Charles Linkenheil
Jasmine Martinez
Caitlyn Murphy-Dunn
Ashley Nye

Jason Pelkey
Emily Pillard
Halle Poppaw
Charles Rappe'
Carolina Restrepo
Patrick Rohlfs
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William Seng
Molly Smith
Natalya Smith
Paul Sorensen
Kalyn Specht
Heather Stepp
Brian Verde

Misha Zimmerman
Olivia Zoch

7th Grade
Brandon Adams-Palmer
Naomi Andre
Miranda Brugman

Kyle Buhrmann
Tommy Chaparro
Lucas Costanza-Chavez
James Coupe
Christine Dial

Lexi Dowdy

Lee Elder

Grant Fischer

Avery Franklin
Cody Fuqua
Magnolia Garcia
Sydnee Gerlach
Latham Hendrickson
Shaundra Herold

Eric Hoenig

Ryan Johnson
Hadar Karni
Julian Kley
Taylor Landstrom
Isabel Lee

Ethan Markey
Lanie Matsumoto
Noah McCorkel
Patrick Mead
Alexander Nolan
Alexandra Norman
Vincent Norton
Elias Nye

Page 5

Zola Owsley
Sierra Pandy
Hayley Pedersen
Krista Pirek

Lea Ramer
Jacob Roth

Zoe Roth

Alyssa Sanderson
Zac Suazo
Nicholas Sullivan
Erin Walters
Taylor Wanstreet
Sienna Wdowik

1.2.2.2.0.2.8.2.0.8.6.0.0.0.6.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.06.0.0.0.00.0.0.0.0.00.0.0.0.0.0.0

BRONZE ~ 3.2 -3.749

9th Grade
Dominic Bejarano
Morgan Beltz
Nicole Broussard
Katherine Burke
Sean Dolan
Susan Downing
Andrew Enscore
Cameron Findlater
Gabriel Garcia
Noe Gonzalez
Kyler Griffeth
Fransisco Huerta
lan Laupa
Sean Maley
Hailey Miller
Tawnya Miller
Nicolette Nash
Gabriella Perkins
John Schenderlein
Kailyn Stuckey
Maria Torres
Travis Turek
Alma Vargas
Matthew Welenc
Jazmine Williams
Magali Wuarin
Jacob Yelich
Jacob York

8th Grade
Javier Aguirre
Drayse Ballard
Jaclyn Bassett

Helena Brendel-Niles
Gabriel Brull

Oswaldo Bujanda
Alex Chambers
Alexandra Chrostowski
Neel Cole

Daniel Culbertson
Aaron Demmer
Anthony DeNardo
Ty Duncan

Kevin Emory

Jessica Fetters

Bryan Fischer

Tait Freestone
Matthew Hammerdorfer
Damian Hart

Griffin Hay

Jessica Hernandez
Brian Herndon
Madeline Hill

Lucas Hoem

Kara Johnson

Rocio Lara-Gutierrez
Mary Lopez

Hayley MacDonald
Brittany Maddocks
Hannah McCarthy
Kyle Neith

Kyle Neuroth
Victoria Oblender
Cory Parks

Caydi Patrick

Bryce Pennington
Spencer Price

Saige Pritchard
Monica Rivera Chavarria
Ryan Romero

Dylan Shawley
Jacob Sober

Damon Tatum

Timothy Thompson
Galt Tomasino

Anja Trncic

Rubi Ulibarri

Jeff Vinton
Rosemary Wakkinen
Benjamin Walker
Marissa Watson
Hannah Wood

7t Grade

Brandan Alcorn
Kurtis Arnold
Amber Bassett
Gabriel Bejarano
Marcus Benjamin
Michelle Bort
Sarah Bortner
Andrew Brown
Alathea Cantrell
Angelo Capolungo
Demitrious Cruz
Samuel DeBroux
Jessica Dominguez
Christopher Dyer
Jacqueline Espinosa
Diego Fuerte-Duran
Zoe Gamer

Kayla Griffeth
Lauren Gutierrez
Joel Hade

Wesley Hager
Edgar Hernandez
Johana Hernandez
Alexander Herold
Shayla Herold
Morgan Hill

Tate Hoeven

Fredric Jessop

Jesse Kerns

Bo Ryung Kim
Matara Liebow
Ethan Lindhout
Nicomedes Lujan
Brittany Magnuson
Olivia McDermott
Grace Miller
Whitney Nagel-Mart
Fernando Nova Gutierrez
Esa Oittinen

Anda Paul

Savanna Phelan-Jones
Nathan Phipps
Madeleine Pike

Jack Pixler

Amy Ramirez

Emma Rattenborg
Tessa Rehbein
Alexandra Rennat
Alyssa Rodriguez
Abigail Sanchez
Pranaya Sathe
Jackson Schrupp
Caique Simoes de Morais
Kayley Smith

Reilly Snider
Madalyne Staab

lan Stonaker
Michael Stroub
Sergio Torres

Rachel Towbin
Cheyenne Wald
Dalton Webb

Ezekiel Williams
Emily Wirshborn

1.2.2.2.2.2.8.2.0.8.6.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.0.0.0.0.0.0



Page 6

What's Happening at Lesher

.
Fun in the

WS 5 50°s & 60°’s

Seventh grade Language Arts teachers Lisa Crossland and Marty
Marsh have their students working on a 50’s-60’s research unit which
will continue until spring break. Students sign up for categories such
as Sports, Entertainment, Inventions, Government and Politics, Issues
and Conflicts, and Fads and Fashions. The academic piece includes
students getting grades for note cards, formal outlines, and a presen-
tation with visual. After research, students teach classmates about
their categories, and during the last week there is competitive
“Knowledge Bowl-Style” competition with students using buzzers to
answer questions about the facts and music of the two decades.

50’s-60’s Day is held on the Friday before spring break. Seventh
graders will dress up, and there will be a talent show with our stu-
dents performing songs from the 50’s-60’s. In addition, Colorado
Academy of the Arts students will visit to perform 50’s music, and
the finals for the Knowledge Bowl competition will be held. Parents
are invited for all or any part of the morning.

YYYYYWYYYYYY

SCIENCE DEPT. NEWS

x With help from PSD’s Utilities Mgr. Stu Reeve, one of the Lesher
robotics teams is focusing on reducing the carbon foot print at
Lesher through conservation of electrical energy. They have cre-
ated and distributed posters and stickers reminding Lesher to con-
serve energy by turning off computers and lights. The “energy
squad” has also replaced many incandescent bulbs with energy effi-
cient compact fluorescent bulbs.

% Through their recycling program, the students in Environmental
education have saved eleven trees. This is equivalent to two cubic
feet of landfill space.

% The science department going to form a study group for students
after school on Thursdays in the science classrooms. There will be
snacks provided as well as homework help for these students. All
of the science teachers will attend the study club in hopes of raising
science grades and scores across the board. This time will be also
used to finish other homework from other classes.

The Voyager

Lesher IB-MYP Students &
Teachers Attend MYP
Student Summit

How can we work together to
create a better world?

This is one of the essential ques-
tions guiding the IBO. While the idea
may seem daunting, the hope and
vision to achieve a better world can be
seen right here.

Several Lesher IB-MYP students and
teachers attended the MYP Student
Summit that was hosted by IBARMS
(International Baccalaureate Association
of Rocky Mountain Schools). The spon-
sors organized a seminar for the MYP
students within the region.  Lesher
teachers Patrick Molinari and Elizabeth
Loyd brought Hadar Karni (7), Charlie
Theobold (7), Misha Zimmerman (8),
and Logan Rogers (8) to the summit,
which was held at the Adams 12 Event
Center on Friday, January 11. Students
investigated a variety of global
challenges including water, health,
education, and poverty. DU graduate
students from College of International
Relations facilitated the sessions, and
helped students understand the underly-
ing issues.

Lesher students, along with their
Lincoln and Poudre colleagues, chose to
support a school in Africa, Guinea Bissau
to be specific. Hadar, Charlie, Misha,
and Logan will be educating the rest of
the Lesher students about the struggles
third world countries face in educating
all their children, plus they will be de-
veloping ways in which we can support
the adopted school.
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Students of the Month

Students of the Month are
nominated and voted upon by the
Lesher Staff. These students possess
THOR characteristics of Teamwork,
Honesty, Organization and Respect,
and their leadership and academic
accomplishments make them eligible for
consideration. CONGRATULATIONS to
our winners for the months of October
and November.

OCTOBER:
7t Julia Cross
Jack Carroll

8th Lisa Buccafusca

Cody Bernal
9th Susan Downing
Stefan Bashovski

NOVEMBER:
7th Sierra Jubin
Eric Hoenig
8th Kyra Daniels

Charles Rappe
9th Whitney Foster

Olga Larrea-Rodriguez
Gold Key Winner—Mixed Media
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Art Student Win Awards

CONGRATULATIONS to Lesher students who were winners in the 2008
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards Contest.

Gold Key Winners:  Olga Larrea-Rodriguez- Mixed Media
Lisa Buccafusca- Printmaking
Honorable Mention: Jerae Martinez- Drawing

Megan Arent- Sculpture/metal tooling

This art work is on display at the Rocky Mountain College of Art and Design
January 9 - February 4, 2008. You may also view the art work at: http://
scholastics.rmcad.edu/winners.html.

7t grader, Amy Weintraub’s art work has been selected to be on display at
the Superintendent Art Show Reception February 7, 2008- 7:00-8:30 PM @
JSSC Board Room.

ART REMINDERS:

February is “Student Art Month” and the Art show at the Lincoln Cen-
ter February 29 — March 27, 2008.

Lesher Pottery and Sculpture students participate in the Empty Bowl
fund raiser February 28, 2008 @ The Hilton Hotel, 5:30-8:30p.m.
The “Designs and Images” Art exhibition will be held at the Foothills
Fashion Mall April 21 — May 5, 2008.

Jerae Martinez
Honorable Mention ~ Drawing
Lisa Buccafusca
Gold Key Winner ~ Printmaking

Megan Arent
Honorable Mention ~ Sculpture/Metal Tooling

Amy Weintraub
Superintendent's Art Show Display
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SPORTS & ACTIVITIES AT LESHER

Spring Sports Try-outs Coming Soon

Spain Trip Fundraising

Several Lesher students are travel-

,' Girls Volleyball trY'OUts start ing to Spain this summer with other PHS

P& Monday, Feb. 25th

IB students. To help raise funds these
students are selling gift cards to
Safeway, King Soopers, and Sunflower
Markets. These cards can be used for

&) Golf Try-outs start after Spring Break food, gas and pharmacy purchases.

Cards are available for sale each month
in any amount you choose. Students
receive 5% cash back from the store.

IB. See our Spanish teachers, Geri

Co-ed Track starts (no cut program) Checks should be made payable to PHS
% Monday, April 7t.

Jzuunununnnnnnunnng

CoMING SooNM
Lesher Music ¥ Drama
Stvdents will present
“Little Shop of Horrors
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ATTENTION: Parents of Students
on The Free/Reduced
Lunch Program

If you would like your student’s fees
waived for athletics, field trips, work-
books, etc. you must sign individual
waiver forms for each activity and submit
them to Mrs. Holtz in the Lesher Main
Office. Qualifying for the free/reduced
lunch program does NOT automatically
waive school fees. We must have the
completed form on file.

J Cocco and lvan Rodon, for more infor-
v mation.
|_E S I_I E ﬁ We appreciate your A
1
VIKINGS support: rGCIGS

WINTER SPORTS PARTICIPANTS :

Thanks to all our athletes who participated in the
Winter Sports of Wrestling and Boys & Girls Basketball.
You represented Lesher very well with your outstanding
sportsmanship and teamwork. We’re proud of you!

Thanks also to our coaches, volunteers and parents
for your support of our athletes. You’re the BEST!

Attention High School Athletes...
Spring tryouts will begin in February!
The official start date for Baseball, Girls Soccer, Boys Swimming/
Diving, Girls Tennis, PSD Lacrosse, and Track is February 19, 2008.
Call the Athletic Dept. at your high school or check the school Ath-
letics web page for more information about specific sport try-out
information.
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Colorado’s Youth Movement Against the Tobacco Industry is a youth advocacy movement that
gives Colorado youth a voice in the fight against Big Tobacco. Get RIEAL stands for “Resist! Expose Advertising
Lies.”

Get RIEAL is a program of the University of Colorado Cancer Center and is
funded by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. Get RIEAL provides resources, training
and technical assistance to community-based organizations and schools to establish youth-led tobacco control coa-
litions. Get RIEAL coalitions empower youth leaders, ages 12-18 to engage in tobacco control activities while de-
normalizing tobacco use and the tobacco industry.

Lesher Junior High established a Get Rleal coalition during the 2006-2007 school year. In the first year we had
over twenty students participate in the coalition. The Lesher Get Rleal coalition completed a number of successful
activities in the first year including: the creation of a “Power Wall” involving participation from most Lesher’s staff
and students, a local Tobacco Investigation assessment, a presentation on local tobacco use to the Larimer
County Health Department and much more.

This year the Lesher Get Rleal coalition is off to a great start.
With a lot returning members and a bunch of new participa-
tion our first awareness activity during lunch was a great
success. We handed out tons of free Get Rleal stuff and got
the word out about Get Rleal. The rest of this year we will
be working with the Larimer County Health Department to
support their efforts on local tobacco policy issues.

For more information about Lesher’s Get Rleal coalition
contact Lesher counselor, Wylie Cate at 472-3851 or go to
the Get Rleal website www.getrealcolorado.com.

Registration for 2008-2009 Bedins Soon

We're busy in the Counseling Office getting ready for the 2008-2009 school year. Mrs. Cate & Mrs. Kaplan
will be visiting elementary schools February 19-22 to deliver registration packets which students will take home to
complete with their parents. The packets are then returned to current 6th grade teachers and will be picked up at
elementary schools on Friday, February 29, 2008. If there are questions, please call 472-3804.

Current 7th & 8th Graders at Lesher will receive their registration packets during Home Room on February 19.
Course Selection sheets require a parent signature. These forms are due back to the Counseling Office NO LATER
THAN Wednesday, March 5.

Counselors from Fort Collins High School and Poudre High School will visit Lesher on Tuesday, February 19 .
It is VERY important to be in attendance on this day! There will be 9th Grade Information Night meetings for
students and parents at FCHS on Tuesday, February 26 (6:30-8:30 PM) and at PHS on Thursday, February 28
(6:30-8:30 PM). These registration packets must be signed by parents and will be picked up by the high school
counselors on Tuesday, March 4.
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Poudre School District Initiatives Update

Four High School Boundary Change Scenarios to
be Presented at Public Input Meetings

The Boundary Steering Committee, which has been study-
ing high school boundaries to better balance enrollment in
Poudre School District, has finalized four scenarios to present to
the public at meetings in late February and early March.

The Steering Committee studied 20 different scenarios
before selecting the final four options. Throughout the process, a
Review Committee, made up of parents and principals from
schools, has been giving feedback to the Steering Committee.

On February 13, the Steering Committee will present the
four scenarios to the Review Committee for discussion.

The scenarios will be presented at four public input meetings
scheduled for 6 to 8 p.m. on the following dates:

Tuesday, Feb. 26, Room 200D, Rocky Mountain High
School, 1300 W. Swallow.

Wednesday, Feb. 27, Room 500, Poudre High School,
201 Impala Drive.

Monday, March 3, Room 300, Fossil Ridge High School,
5400 Ziegler Road.

Tuesday, March 4, Room RC100, Fort Collins High School,

Schools Developing Readiness Plans for 2009

Grade Level Change

PSD schools are convening teams to begin work on their
school’s readiness plan to assist in the transition to new grade
levels in fall 2009. The District Grade Configuration Imple-
mentation Committee (DGCIC) finalized a readiness plan
framework for school teams to use to draft and submit by the
end of April, for approval by November 1.

A Middle Schools Committee of principals, teachers, and
counselors has developed essential components of successful
middle school education based on student achievement, student
well being, and effective instruction.

The goal is to blend the best of what schools are currently
doing in junior high (grades 7-9) with essential components for
successful middle schools (grades 6-8). Teachers and principals
met with the Middle School Committee in mid-January to discuss
curriculum and essential components that will best meet the
needs of students.

New PSD website information links include: Grade
Configuration Implementation Plan, Essential Components for
Successful Middle Schools, and the detailed January 2008
update. Information:  www.psdschools.org under District
Committee Updates, Grade Configuration Implementation,
e-mail info@psdschools.org or call 490-3427.

3400 Lambkin Way.

Parents and community members may attend any of the
four meetings, at which the same information will be presented.
Large boundary maps of each scenario will be posted and com-
mittee members will be there to talk about the boundary proc-
ess and answer questions.

Following the public meetings, the Steering Committee will
use community feedback to update scenarios if needed. The
Steering Committee will present a high school boundary recom-
mendation to the Superintendent who will make a final decision
in May 2008.

Implementation of new boundaries will occur in Fall 2009.
For detailed information, visit the PSD web page at
www.psdschools.org, click on Boundary Changes, or call Sarah

Small Schools Committee Discussing School Size
By the end of December, the Small Schools Committee
completed 3 of its 4 objectives:

1. Analyze different size schools for program offerings,
scheduling implications, and cost ramifications.

2. Determine consistencies and what essential classes can be
offered through the analysis of prototypical models.

3. Recommend cost implications to affect 2008-09 Student-
Based Budgeting (SBB), the funding formula that allocates
funds to schools each year.

In December, the committee passed size factors for small
schools recommendations on to the Student-Based Budgeting
(SBB) committee. The recommendations were made after study-
ing the impact of school costs as they relate to schools of differ-
ent sizes. The SBB committee will now revise the size factor for
next year’s funding allocation for schools.

In mid-January, the committee began discussing the 4t
objective, which is to identify school sizes at which closure may
be considered. The committee will address the question—how
small is too small for a school to offer an adequate educational
program for children?

The committee is focusing on what cost savings might be
associated with the closure of schools, based on program offer-
ings and requirements. The committee is expected to finalize its
work by mid-March. Kevin Hahn, assistant superintendent of
elementary schools and committee chair, will then develop a
report to present to the Superintendent on the school size con-
cern.

Latina Youth Leadership Conference
March 6, 2008 ~ 8 AM-2 PM
CSU Lory Student Center
Applications are available at Lesher in the Main Office,
the Counseling Office & from Diane Porter.
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MACIC SHOW

4™

Algo appearing: Tim Foolery and Bob Blea

Tickets: $5.00
Available at the door or call 282-3790

Tuesday, February 19, 2008
Boltz Jr. High
7:00—8:00 pm

A fundraizer to benefit the 2008 Special Education Tranzsition Series
Prezented by Poudre Schoal District, Thompson R2T
Front Range Community College and Foathills & ateway

pXe 3 yis 7r ¥t

All proceeds benefit students with special needs and their families

Ll BN
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School Dtk Theatar Festival. B & Sth grade
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denls in workshops on sctng and tech, mdsvidual
perfammancs evaluations, & maaland grasl with
they Qipctors of each theatar progmm, a s
dinner with the sthudents and stsff. and a cudmi
ratirg night peefarmance of skt &crs Trom each
partcipatng high scheod
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POUDRE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SECONDARY THEATER FESTIVAL

‘When: Fab. Znd, 2008, 1:00-59:00pm Whon: FCHS Mcheal Aeditorium  Cost Freel

I thsa =ik of distact-wide collabomation, e

Whiat W Heed :
Teacher & Parent Wolnteers
Cless & Buiding fenouncements
Help Ericouragng
S tudent Participatisn

Clestrick Fesvs dresbesd the 1st Anniual Poudes

partcipats with cument high sohool heater st

FLHE ;15 vaw Tyler

HOE I AN ¢ paterly ol 1 ihanls g
FANE : Kran Ban

4B ESE] [ mal@padickedaer
FHS - D plor WEln

AEN.EOES / dukisn@pudochanbinng

HMEHS - Larias Schendel
488 TOSE F hohsrids@ppdichanharg

/4 A
¥ PSD Announces Summer School %
7 .

- Dates and School Locations %
W/

/) Elementary summer school will be held from%

Thursday, June 5t through Wednesday, July 2 at
¢ Irish and Zach Elementary Schools. Summer school
wm will be in session from 7:45 to 10:45 AM at Irish and

from 9 AM to noon at Zach. More information will
/) follow at a later date.

%/// Secondary summer school will be held from Friday,
WA June 6th through Thursday, July 3rd at Fort Collins
Z High School. Other locations: Physical Education
wm classes will be held at Fossil Ridge High School; inde-

pendent study classes will be held at Poudre Transi-
»/ tion Center. Classes normally offered during the first
W semester will be held from 8:00 to 11:30 AM, and
Z second semester classes will be held from 12 noon to

/) 3:30 PM.

m Information on classes and registration will be

available in late March or early April. Information
/) about limited transportation that will be provided will

also be released at a later date. For more informa-
& tion, call Dan Lawler, principal at Tavelli Elementary,
Y/ 488-6375 (elementary summer school), or Mike
W Roberts, principal at Centennial High School,
/) 488-4940 (secondary summer school).

sesss

e
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PTO Meeting Minutes - from November 12, 2007

Meeting called to order at 1:05 p.m.

Attendees: Leslie Vinton, Sue Hoenig, Margaret Blaho, Kim Holtz, Sheri McAuliffe, Stephanie Seng, Lanette
Griffith, Stevie Becker, Dominic Bejarano, Janna Petersen, Mary Coupe, Peggy Smith, Pam Raab, Lynn Ann
Johnson, Pam lyer, Denny Pink, Tom Dodd, Penny Dressor.

Minutes: Approved as written.
Treasurers Report: See attached.
Committee Reports:

+ Mini-grant Summary: See attached.

+ PBS Team Program: Got Teamwork Honesty Organization Respect/THOR tees for kids who re-
ceive positive reference sheets-they get 2 candy bars as well. 2 names pulled per week.

+ School Store: Will come to PTO for funding for new merchandise. Sales are going well and the
students who are running the store have done a great job-thanks!

+ IB Update: Lesher is looking at getting rid of the writing sample in an effort to streamline the proc-
ess. Looking at whether the IB curriculum should be offered to the whole school/population,
would this water down the program, and would it bring the staff students together?

Staff Update:
4+ Mr. Dodd updated the PTO on our new participants, 1 teacher and 2-3 students from student coun-
cil. Possibly change PTO to PTSO (PTStudentO).
+ Lesher will have an operations meeting from 2:45-4:15 the first Wednesday of every month and
any parent is invited to attend. Michelle Bishop and Kyle Schneider will attend SIT meeting

Pam lyer’s son, Jeffrey, is a National Merit Scholar-Congratulations!

Vision and Hearing Screening: December 3rd.

School Dance: December 12th.

Pep Rally: December 20t.

Can Drive: Going strong!

Strategic Thinking for the Future: Be proactive vs. reactive

No School: November 26t and December 21st.

Turkey Drive: Goal is to collect 150 turkeys. Thanks to Mrs. Dressor and Mrs. Marsh for organizing
this effort.

See the PSD web site or Mr. Dodd for volunteer opportunities. PSD would like parent feedback.
No PTO meeting in December-Merry Christmas.

+4+ e+

Next PTO Meeting will be Monday January 28t at 1:00 p.m. in the counselor’s office/conference room.

Meeting ended at 2:15 p.m. Respectfully submitted by Leslie Vinton, lamvco@msn.com, 482-0530.

R R I
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DISTRICT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING NOTES—January 17, 2008

Tonight’s DAB meeting featured updates on some of the issues and changes potentially confronting Poudre School District
in 2008. Please remember that DAB meetings are open to the general public. Discussion items tonight included the
following:

Choice Busing. The current Choice Busing program provides transportation for the following PSD programs: International

Baccalaureate (IB), English Language Learners (ELL), Core Knowledge, junior high math 9" grade, elementary
math 6t grade, and junior high athletic 9" grade. Other programs exist within PSD that do not receive choice
busing. The committee working on this issue is making slow progress as the issues have been much more compli-
cated than expected. At this point, NO changes in the choice busing program will be made for the 2008-09
school year.

High School Boundaries. The committee has narrowed down boundary change scenarios from 20 to 4. All 4 of the sce-

3)

4)

5)

6)

narios contain relatively minor changes to current boundaries. The 4 scenarios will be presented to the public in
the following upcoming community meetings:

Feb 26 Rocky Mountain HS 6-8 pm
Feb 27 Poudre HS 6-8 pm

Mar 3 Fossil Ridge HS 6-8 pm

Mar 4 Fort Collins HS 6-8 pm

Enrollment estimates will be presented at the meetings. Under the current boundary scenarios and given the addi-
tion of 9t graders to the high schools in 2009-10, it is likely that Rocky Mountain and Poudre High Schools will
not be accepting any choice students for several years. The committee will modify the scenarios based on public
input and then forward one recommendation to the Superintendent’s Cabinet in April. Any boundary changes
would go into effect for the 2009-10 school year. Once the high school boundary changes have been dealt with,
the committee will look at junior high and elementary boundaries.

Grade Configuration Implementation. The committee is working on site readiness plans for each of the three
school groups. Each individual school is working on their specific site readiness plan.

Student-based Budgeting. Kevin Hahn, PSD Primary Schools Superintendent, gave an update to the DAB tonight
on Student-based Budgeting (SBB). Especially of concern is the staffing level at smaller schools. The committee is
looking at the current weighting factor for school size used in SBB. Many school representatives spoke out tonight
that their school community was concerned about school budgets for the 2008-09 school year as the full impact
of the changes brought about by SBB will be felt.

Kevin noted that the committee’s focus would be moving toward broader issues of small school viability both
from a scholastic and financial standpoint. Some of the questions that the committee will explore will include the
following:

What are the additional costs to keep smaller schools open?

What size school is academically not viable?

What are the true savings of closing schools (e.g. if additional busing is required)?

Does it make sense to ask taxpayers to fund new schools when there are existing buildings only partially full?

Mill Levy. The current plan is to have a mill levy on the ballot for 2010. The committee is visiting each school
beginning this spring to assess the funding needs.

Facilities Steering Committee. This committee has just compiled a 10-year master plan to audit the physical condi-
tion of each building and propose needed physical improvements. Repair costs alone have been estimated at
$112M over the next 10 years. The master plan will be the basis of the mill levy request in 2010.

7) Site-Based Management. The committee is still refining minimum requirements and collecting examples of good prac-

tices.
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Mark Your Calendars

JANUARY

24

OPEN HOUSE & CURRICULUM FAIR for
new 6th Grade students ~ 6:30-8:30 PM ~
In the Gym

FEBRUARY

7
8
8
14
18
19
19
25
28

JViking Voices to FCHS Choir Invitational
School of Choice Deadline

¥ Cupid’s Ball Valentine Dance

8th Grade Field Trip to FTC Symphony

NO SCHOOL ~ PSD K-12 Collaborative Day

8th Grade Boys Basketball Tourney begins

J Beginning Instrumental Music Concert ~ 7 PM
PTO Meeting ~ 1:00 PM

J Advanced Instrumental Music Concert ~ 7 PM

MARCH

6

6
7

10

b

Parent-Teacher Conferences ~
4:00-7:00 PM

CSU Latina Youth Leadership Conference
Creative Writing/French classes field trip to
Art Museum

CSAP testing begins

JVocal Music Concert ~ 7 PM

Girls Volleyball season begins

End of 3rd Quarter

SPRING BREAK

PTO Meeting ~ 1:00 PM

3rd Quarter Report Cards sent home
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