
    
 
 
 
 
 

Principal reflections…… 
Dear families: 
 
Happy October!  I cannot believe that September is already at a close and we are embarking upon October!  
The year is already clicking right along and the children have the groove of our school day down.  It has 
been exciting to see them settle into the school year and really put their noses to the grindstones.  We love 
our kindergartners who enter each year and bring such enthusiasm and ENERGY into our building! It is 
also wonderful to see our older students really showing their maturity, wisdom and O’Dea Core 
Knowledge pride throughout the school day.    
 

We have been busy with our MAP computerized assessments in reading and math for our second through 
fifth graders and are looking forward to sharing those results with you during our upcoming Parent 
Teacher Conferences.  These assessments show us where the children are performing in accordance to our 
state standards and help us target our instruction to meet their specific needs.   
 

Thank you to all the family members who attended our first PTA meeting this month!  It was great to see 
so many familiar faces and some new ones as well.  We continue to encourage families to join our group be 
a part of the collective voice of parents. We want to create a strong partnership between the school and our 
families so your attendance is greatly needed and appreciated.  Our Mathathon fundraiser will be coming 
out this month.  Please recall that this is our only fundraiser for the year so please help your child(ren) 
garner support for their Mathathon Day!  Thank you!  
 

As our student count day (October 1st) approaches, it is very important that your child is at school on time 
so that we can accurately document their attendance.  Our school funding is directly correlated to our 
student numbers so the more students that we have counted, the more funding that O’Dea Core Knowledge 
receives to support your children.  We appreciate your support! Thank you!  
 

Our  lunch system (recess before lunch) is working fabulously! Children are have more time to eat and are 
transitioning back to class with an ease and calmness that has them ready for learning.  We have 
incorporated magazines and books into our repertoire for our 4th and 5th grades and encourage them to read 
after they have finished eating.  It is so wonderful to see the students adding to their reading time after 
lunch!   
 
Please be sure to fill out the Parent Teacher Conference form that is coming home with this newsletter.  
We will need these forms returned in order to schedule conferences for the upcoming month.  Thank you 
for your timely response!  
 

I hope that you enjoy this wonderful fall season with your families and friends.  Thank you for your 
continued support of O’Dea Core Knowledge Elementary.  You are appreciated!  
 

Warmly,  
 
 
 

OO’’DDeeaa  CCoorree  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  EElleemmeennttaarryy  
OOccttoobbeerr  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ffoorr  FFaammiilliieess  

  
WWhhaatt  iiss  hhaattcchhiinngg  iinn  oouurr  nneesstt  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh!!  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

   Dropping off students 
 

Please use the front drop 
off zone for all student 

drop offs…even students 
in the 4

th
 and 5

th
 grades.   

 
Many families are using 

the West side of the 
building and that causes 
challenges for our buses.  

We thank you for prioritizing 
student safety! 

 

Safety Drills at O’Dea Core Knowledge 

Elementary 
 

Throughout this month we will be practicing our safety 

procedures at O’Dea Core Knowledge Elementary School.  We 

have already had a successful fire drill, lockdown and will be 

preparing for our evacuation drill as well.  It is our goal to 

practice each different scenario this month so that we are 

prepared for all emergencies.  The safety of our children is our 

number one priority!  Please be sure to review any safety 

procedures you have at home with your children.  We can all 

work to keep our children safe!  Thank you! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Student Council 
 

Our student council program will be 
starting up this month. There will be 

an informational meeting after 
school on Tuesday September 29t, so 
keep your eye out for information 
coming home with your children. 

Our goal is to provide our students 
with increased leadership 

opportunities at O’Dea Core 
Knowledge Elementary School. We 

are looking forward  
 

 

 

 

I have heard too  
                            much beauty to  

                     ever go back,  
he said & in that moment,  
I knew there was no way the 
children of our world would fail. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Odyssey of the Mind  

2009 - 2010 
 

Odyssey of the Mind is starting up again at O’Dea!  

 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences: 
 

Time has been passing quickly and it is time for our first round of Parent Teacher 

conferences!  This is a wonderful opportunity for our families and our teachers 

to come together to talk about the progress of our children. Please take a 

moment to fill out the conference sign up sheet that is attached to this 

newsletter!  A few tips for families for a great conference are listed below!   

 

Tips for families: 

1. Prepare ahead of time for the conference.  

2. Look over recent assignments and test grades so that you know how your 

child has been performing in class. Look through books and see what your 

child is learning.  

3. Ask your child questions, such as what is their favorite subject, what are 

they having a difficult time with, what subject do they find easiest, and who 

are their friends at school.  

4. Write down questions you have for the teacher so you will remember what 

you wanted to ask.  

5. Be on time for the conference, most are tightly scheduled. Being even 5 

minutes late will substantially cut down on the time you have with the 

teacher.  

6. Be open to suggestions from the teacher. Ask what you can do at home to 

help your child be more prepared for school.  

7. Offer suggestions and insights into your child. You know your child best 

and you may be able to offer information that will help the teacher to 

better help your child succeed.  

8. Ask about social interactions as well as academic. Children struggling with 

friendships can suffer from low self-esteem, which can cause additional 

problems in school.  

 We are looking forward to seeing 

you! 

 



After fantastic O’Dea performances at last year’s District-wide tournament, this year is looking 

to be even more exciting.  O’Dea has a strong history with OM in the district and is continuing 

this legacy. 

 

The Odyssey of the Mind program was “founded on the belief that the mind, like the body, can 

be trained through practice and exercise to reach it’s fullest potential.” 
 

Through this school-sponsored, extra- curricular program, students are divided into teams of 5 

to 7 members and learn creative techniques and team skills to solve problems. 
 

Look for registration forms to be coming home this month.  Encourage your child to sign up and 

participate in this program with their friends. 
 

Cost is $10 per student. 
    

 

    
Parent Information Meeting 

Thursday, October 8th   

 6:00 p.m. in the Media Center 
 

Registration Deadline: 

Friday, November 6th  
 

District Tournament: 

Saturday, March 27th   

8:00 a.m – 5:00 p.m  

Fossil Ridge High School 
 

Questions?  Contact your OM Coordinators:   

Debbie Goodwin dfgoodwin@frii.com 498-8366 

Nancy Gorman ngorman@psdschools.org 
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To idle or not to idle? 
Poudre School District has a district-wide ôno 

idlingõ policy for all district vehicles including buses 

during drop off and pick up times. Please do your 

part and help protect our children and environment 

by turning off your car engine when dropping off 

and picking your children up from school.  
 

According to the American Lung Association, 

high concentrations of carbon monoxide occur in 

areas with heavy traffic congestion, such as school 

drop off and pick up. Carbon monoxide pollution 

can be especially harmful to children. 
 

Please turn off your car engine; itõs good for the air 

our children breathe, itõs good for the environment 

and it helps save you money at the pump. 
 

 

 

Superintendent hosts òlistening sessionsó for community 

Parents and community members are invited to visit with Superintendent of Schools Jerry 

Wilson, during upcoming òlistening sessions.ó  Listening sessions are an opportunity to talk 

with Dr. Wilson about issues and concerns, ways to enhance student achievement, and ask 

questions about Poudre School District (PSD).  Everyone is encouraged to attend. No 

registration is necessary. For more information, call 490- 3607 or e-mail info@psdschools.org.   

 

Following are the dates and locations for the 2009-10 listening sessions:  

¶ October 1, 2009 , Traut Core Knowledge Elementary from 6-7p.m., in the media 

center 

¶ November 11, 2009 , Webber Middle School from 5:30-6:30 p.m., in the media 

center 

¶ November 13, 2009 , Putnam Elementary from 9:30-10:30 a.m., in the flex room 

¶ April 1, 2010 , Boltz Middle School 7-8 p.m., in the media center 

 

Community Learning Center announces 
fall classes ð  
Register now! Adult classes begin soon!   
Expand your knowledge and skills in 
2009!  The fall sessions of the 
Community Learning Center (CLC) begin 
soon.  The CLC is a PSD sponsored, adult 
enrichment program available to all 
members of the community, ages 18 and 
up.   
  
Upcoming classes include: Excel, 
PowerPoint, Web Design, Zumba and Nia 
  
All CLC classes are non-credit, non-
graded classes.  Please call 266-0150 or 
visit 
www.communitylearningcenters.com for 
registration information. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:info@psdschools.org
https://owa.psdschools.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=b774acc87e6b40c3a487fe52f4f8d630&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.communitylearningcenters.com%2f


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flu season is here, help control the spread of germs  

Flu season is here and it is time to start practice prevention strategies.  You can help us in 

the following ways:  

¶ Encourage your children to pract ice healthy eating, sleeping and exercising 

habits.   

¶ Teach children to wash their hands  often with soap and water or an alcohol-

based hand rub. 

¶ Teach children to cover coughs/sneezes and not share personal items  like 

drinks, food or unwashed utensils, and to cover their coughs and sneezes with 

tissues.  

¶ Clean surfaces and objects that your child touches frequently   

¶ Know the signs and symptoms of the flu . Symptoms of the flu include fever 

(100 degrees Fahrenheit, 37.8 degrees Celsius or greater), cough, sore throat, a runny 

or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, and feeling very tired. Some people may also 

vomit or have diarrhea. 

¶ Do not send children to school if they are sick . Children who are sick while at 

school will be sent home. 

¶ Keep sick children at home  for at least 24 hours after they no longer have fever 

or do not have signs of fever, without using fever-reducing drugs.  

¶ Get your family vaccinated for seasonal flu and H1N1 flu when vaccines are 

available. 

 

We continue to work closely with the Larimer County Department of Health and 

Environment and other city, county and state agencies to monitor flu conditions and make 

decisions about the best steps to take concerning schools. Please make sure you are on 

the PSD Parent E -mail Alert list ( www.psdschools.org ), so we can provide you 

with new information as it becomes available.  This also assures you receive email 

updates from your childõs school.  Additional H1N1 flu information and resources can be 

found at www.flu.gov, or call 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636).  

 

     

http://www.psdschools.org/
http://www.flu.gov/


COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
Christie McPhail, O’Dea Counselor 

 
In honor of the International Day of Peace on September 21, 

 I asked our 3rd-5th Graders to envision a peaceful school.   

Here is a sampling of their thoughts… 
 

A peaceful school…  
¶ Has lots of reading time. 

¶ Is a place where everyone feels welcome and knows they are safe. 

¶ Has no fighting, including hitting, yelling, punching and calling names. 

¶ Has honest kids and no gossip. 

¶ Is where everybody follows the rules and treats everybody nicely. 

¶ Is a happy and loving experience. 

¶ Is O’Dea. 

¶ Is where everyone is friendly and kind. 

¶ Is like the breeze blowing in the forest leaves. 

¶ Looks like a lot of kids showing respect and caring for others. 

¶ Is a small school with nice people. 

¶ Is like having a picnic with my friends. 

¶ Is where everyone is doing what they are supposed to. 

¶ Is when you are quiet, calm and safe. 

¶ Is a place a student feels at home. 

¶ Is a happy school. 

¶ Is where everyone is nice and joyful. 

¶ Feels like a place where you can be yourself and there’s no troubles in the world and 

everyone is friends! 

¶ Is where people are nice, kind, caring, sharing, and everyone is responsible for their role. 

¶ Feels safe and relaxing and it’s easy to learn. 

¶ Is a school that has no bullies. 

¶ Is a place where you can learn. 

¶ Has brick walls, is quiet, everybody is nice, and smells like pie.  

¶ Is a school like ours! 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


