
    
 
 
 

 

 
Principal reflections… 

Dear families: 
 

Happy November!  Thank you to all the families who attended our first round of parent teacher 

conferences.  We had two busy evenings and one busy Thursday meeting with all of our families to discuss 

our children’s progress.  It was wonderful to see so many friendly faces and to hear the conversations that 

were occurring in our classrooms.  We recognize that we are “number two” in a child’s life and that the 

family knows their child the best.  We cannot do what we do without your continued support of our 

teachers as well as the input that you share.  Thank you!   

 

Our Mathathon fundraiser was a wonderful success this year!  Thank you!  The students participated in 

many Math events and games all morning long.  They worked hard to earn their Mathathon stars and 

hopefully were able to share with you some of the great activities that they experienced.  Thank you to our 

amazing parent volunteers!  It was wonderful to see so many parent volunteers in our classrooms 

facilitating games with our students.   We hope you enjoyed your morning as much as we did!  

 

The money that is raised through our fundraising is used to send children on field trips, bring in assemblies 

and other events.  We are also hoping to take on one big “project” each year to leave something behind for 

the students who come through our building for years to come.  Thank you for helping us raise the funds to 

provide these extra special events and projects for our wonderful students.   

 

We were busy last month practicing our surprise fire drill and evacuation drill to keep our children safe.  

This fall, we will also practice an evacuation drill, an exterior lockdown, and a tornado drill.  We have 

received input from the fire department to ensure that our procedures are as effective and efficient as 

possible.  We are currently leaving only the front doors open during the school day to increase our level of 

safety.  Please remember to stop by the office each time you visit to sign in and get a visitor’s badge/sticker. 

There is a high likelihood that you will be asked for a badge if seen in the hallways!  We are doing all that 

is necessary to make our school as safe as possible for our children. Thank you for your support!   

 

I hope that November finds you all well and happy.  Enjoy the season…and enjoy your families!  

 Warmly,  

OO’’DDeeaa  CCoorree  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  EElleemmeennttaarryy  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ffoorr  FFaammiilliieess  

  
WWhhaatt  iiss  hhaattcchhiinngg  iinn  oouurr  nneesstt  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh??  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ECO WEEK RECAP 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Council 

News…News….News! 
 

Congratulations to our 2008 – 2009 O’Dea Core 

Knowledge Student Council leaders! 
 

Food Drive!!!!!!!!! 
 

November 3
rd

 – November 13th  
 

We are supporting the Larimer County Food Bank  

Our goal is 1,000 cans If we reach our goal we would like to have a pajama 

day for the school. 
 

Talent Show!!! 
December 18 in the morning 
 

Tryouts will be Thurs, Dec 3, Friday Dec. 4, Tuesday, Dec. 8 and Thursday 

Dec 10. Students will be notified on Friday Dec. 11th. At 3pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Who: 5th grade students and families 

       When:  Tuesday November 17, 2008 from 5:30 ð 7:00 pm  

What: Food, games, songs, slide show, student presentations, 

and a skit or two 

       Where: OõDea cafe-gym-atorium 

       Why: To connect families with Eco Week experiences and for 

kids to share their memories 

 Mrs. Goodwin will be putting together a slide show from this 

yearõs Eco Week.   

 

      CD copies of the slide show will be available for $5 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

What is a Collaboration Day? 

What does it look like at OõDea 

Core Knowledge Elementary? 

 

On Monday, November 3oth, our team will 

have its second collaboration day of the school 

year.   These days provide our teachers with 

extended time to come together as a team to 

dialogue about our practices, plan together, 

and look at the data that drives our instruction.   

 

Our first collaboration day in September was 

spent reviewing our data and setting the stage 

for the year. We developed our school 

improvement plan goals, revised and renewed 

our mission and vision and had times in our 

teams to plan for the quarter.  

 

This second collaboration day will be spent 

reviewing our essential standards for each grade 

level and developing our Enrichment block 

opportunities.   

 

Overall, these days provide us with time to 

reflect, plan and improve our practice to better 

meet the needs of the amazing students that 

walk through our doors every dayéwe work 

very hard and appreciate the time to do so!  

 

Thank you! 

 

Our Amazing PTAé 
 

Thank you to all the members of our 
PTA for the fabulous work and 
commitment that they have brought to 
our school already this year.  From the 
very successful Mathathon fundraiser to 
the wonderful Fall Family Dinner to the 
new, improved and constantly evolving 
website (thank you Debbie Goodwin!). 
 
It has been so very wonderful to work 
with such a committed, thoughtful and 
reflective group of parents.  We are all 
so lucky to have you with us. We 
simply cannot do what we do without 
the investment and support of our 
families.  We appreciate all that you do 
to make our school so very awesome!  
 

Thank you! 
 

If you are interested in joining PTA or 
would just like to come to a meeting to 
shareé.please join us on the first 
Monday of every month in the library 
at 6:30! We look forward to seeing you 
there!  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I die, she said, I'm 
coming back as a tree 
with deep roots & I'll 
wave my leaves at the 

children every morning 
on their way to school & 

whisper tree songs at 
night in their dreams. 
Trees with deep roots 

know about the things 
children need. 

- Brian Andreas 

Quotable 

Corner:  

Colder Weather Notes! 
 

As the weather starts to turn a bit colder please stay mindful of a few 

things: 

 

 Drop off time in the morning (for students not eating 

breakfast) is 8:20 . The weather will soon become too cold for 

them to stay outside for extended periods of time.   If your child 

eats breakfast the doors will open for them at 8:00.  

 Please label your childõs winter clothes (coats, hats, sweatshirts, 

etc.) so that they can be identified and returned as quickly as 

possible.  

 Please feel free to check our lost and found  periodically for 

items that may have been left by your child!  

Thank you! 

 

Fall Family Dinner  
 

Our Fall Family 

Dinner will be on 

Thursday, November 5
th

 

from 5:30 to 7:00 .   

Please plan on joining 

us for a wonderful 

evening together and 

some fantastic foo d!   

 

We are asking that 

families let us know that 

they are attending so 

please fill out the 

attached form (end of 

newsletter) and return it 

with your child by Monday, 

November 2
nd

!  

 

See you there!  

 

 



 
Listening sessions  are an opportunity to tal k with Dr. Wilson about issues and concerns, 

ways to enhance student achievement, and ask questions about Poudre School District.  

  
November listening sessions include:  

¶ 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, November 11 , media center at Webber 

Middle School, 4201 Seneca Street  

¶ 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., Friday, November 13 , flex room at Putnam 

Elementary School of Science, 1400 Maple Street  

Everyone is encouraged to attend. No registration is necessary. For more information, 

call 490 -  3607 or e - mail info@psdschools.org .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superintendent Listening Sessions  

Stay connected!  
Online e-mail sign-up now available 
 
We want your current e-mail address! Sign up to receive PSD emergency information and the 
quarterly PSD community e-newsletter containing important information on district initiatives 
(grade configuration, boundary changes, etc.), and current news and events. You may also 
receive important school updates, calendar changes, and critical information from your child’s 
teacher. 

 
Poudre School District now has an online e-mail subscription system. If you provided an e-mail 
address on your child’s information form, your address is already in the system. If you have not 
yet provided one or your e-mail has changed, please go to the E-mail Alert Sign-up link on the 
www.psdschools.org and input your address. Stay connected. Sign up today! 
 

 

News from the Kitchen!  
 
O’Dea is serving breakfast!  Please remember that we serve warm and 
healthy breakfasts every day starting at 8:00.  The costs for breakfast are: 
 
Full price = $1.00 
Free and Reduced =  free 
 
Also…please be sure to check your child’s lunch account regularly to ensure 
that your children have lunch monies available!  Thank you!  

 

 

mailto:info@psdschools.org
http://www.psdschools.org/


 

 

PSD Weather - Related Delayed Start 

Plan  
 
Should the need arise due to bad weather and/or questionable road conditions, PSD may implement 
a delayed start of all schools by 2 hours. The following is important information for parents 
regarding delayed start, as well a refresher on school closure and early release plans.  

 

Should the need arise, the delayed school start time will be 2 hours, for all schools.   
  
¶ Delayed start decision: A decision about delayed start will be made by 5:30 a.m.   

¶ Parent notification: visit the PSD website at www.psdschools.org or tune in to local radio or 

television stations to find out about delayed start the morning of the day in question.  Please do 

not call schools, district offices, or broadcast media.  No announcements by media and on the 

website means all schools are open as usual.   

¶ Bus pick up times: Buses will pick up students at bus stops 2 hours later than regularly scheduled 

pick-up times.  Buses will make every effort to be punctual, although traffic and road conditions 

may increase travel time. Please ensure your child is dressed warmly in anticipation of a 

potentially longer wait time.  Parents are encouraged to walk their children to bus stops and 

avoid walking along the roadways. Sidewalks are safer even if these areas are not cleared of 

snow. 

¶ Drop off and arrival times: Parents dropping off students, students who walk, and students 

driving to school should arrive 2 hours after their regular arrival times. Please do not arrive 

earlier. 

¶ Kindergarten and Early Childhood: Morning-only kindergarten programs and morning Early 

Childhood programs are cancelled when there is a delayed start schedule. Afternoon 

kindergarten and afternoon Early Childhood programs will run on normal schedules. Full-day 

kindergarten and full-day Early Childhood programs will start 2 hours later than normal. 

¶ Before- and after-school childcare: B.A.S.E. (Before and After School Enrichment) Camp will 

open as normally scheduled for students attending these programs.  If your childcare provider is 

other than B.A.S.E. Camp, contact them for start times. 

   

http://www.psdschools.org/


¶ School dismissal times: School dismissal times will remain on regular schedules, including bus 

drop-off times in neighborhoods and parent pick-up times at schools. 

School Closures Due to Weather, 

Road Conditions  
 
If schools are closed due to inclement weather and/or questionable road conditions, parents should 
tune in to local radio and television stations, or go online to PSD’s website at www.psdschools.org 
to find out about school closures the morning of the day in question. 
 
Media outlets are informed if schools are closed.  No announcements by the media or on the PSD 
website means all schools are open as usual. 
 
A decision about weather-related school closures is made by 5:30 a.m., and media outlets are notified 
immediately. Parents should NOT call schools, district offices, or broadcast media. 
 
The PSD website (www.psdschools.org), radio and television stations will provide information 
about PSD school closures. We will notify Spanish radio stations KGRE 1450AM and KJJD 1170AM 
for Spanish speaking families. 
 
Note: When PSD schools are closed, B.A.S.E. (Before and After School Enrichment) Camp will be 
closed. 

 

 

Early Release of Schools Due to 

Weather, Road Conditions  
 

If the weather forecast suddenly changes to adverse conditions, PSD may put into 
action an early release. Parents are urged to please develop a plan for the possibility of 
your student’s early release to your home.  B.A.S.E. (Before and After School 
Enrichment) Camp will not be available after school if schools release students early. 
 

When PSD makes a decision to close schools earlier than the regularly-scheduled 
release times due to inclement weather and/or questionable road conditions, parents 
will be notified by phone. In addition, media outlets (listed above) and the PSD 
website (www.psdschools.org) also will communicate early release information. 
 
Parents are urged to make sure family contacts and telephone numbers are current at 
your child’s school for such an emergency.  
 

http://www.psdschools.org/
http://www.psdschools.org/
http://www.psdschools.org/


For additional information about the policy and procedures, contact Scott French, 
PSD director of transportation, at 490-3555. 

 

 

 

Hello from the O’Dea Art Room! A quarter of the school year has flown by so quickly. 

The students should have completed their artwork for Original Works and you probably have 

bought something and sent it back. Hopefully you have honored my request to send the artwork 

back even if you did not purchase anything, so that I can use it for display purposes in the 

future. I am extremely proud of the work done this year as it is some of the best I have ever 

seen. I did take pictures of it so that it can be displayed on an electronic picture frame that will 

be in the front display cabinet. 

            The classes have moved on with the kinders working on primary/secondary color based 

on the “Color Train”. First graders are doing paper weaving while learning about 

complimentary and analogous colors. This will result in a wonderful place mat with their 

favorite fruit/ vegetable and food. Second graders are finishing up leaf/ texture rubbings using 

wax resist while reinforcing analogous/ complimentary colors. Third graders are starting a unit 

on the pottery of the Anasazi which will result in a nice piece of Anasazi-like pottery that they 

can eat/drink out of. Fourth graders will be looking at the art of Africa and creating a mask of 

their own design. Fifth graders are starting a unit on single point perspective while looking at 

Da Vinci and the Renaissance.  

            This letter would not be complete without talking about Art Club which will run the 

month of November and two weeks in December. I am only going to be doing one day a week 

and may combine all grades depending on response. I will have at least one session after the 

first of the year and possibly two sessions. The day will be Tuesday from 3:18 to 4:18 and cost 

will be $5 for materials and snack. The applications will be in this Friday folder. Call me at 

school (488-4467) if you have any questions. Yours in art, Mr. C.  

 

 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


