
    
 
 
 
 

 
Principal reflections… 

 
Dear families: 
 
Happy September!  Thank you for an incredible start to our school year!  We have had a 
wonderful week and a half with your children and have enjoyed having our hallways and 
classrooms bustling with activity again.  Our school just does not feel like a school over the 
summer because we are missing our students and the level of energy that they bring into the 
building.  We appreciate you sending them to us and allowing us to teach them and watch 
them grow.  It is going to be another fabulous year with our committed team of teachers and 
specialists.   
 

Please note that we have resurfaced our drop off zone to assist families who drive their 
students to school.   We have also moved to a color day specials schedule to ensure that all 
students have equal access to specials throughout the year.  Please feel free to save the 
calendar that is attached to each newsletter so that you know what specials your child will 
have each week. Our start and end times have also shifted to 8:40 – 3:18. 
 

As always, we will need your support throughout the school year as we strive to make your 
child’s educational experience as positive as possible.  Please make sure that your child 
arrives to school on time (first bell rings at 8:35) and that they are prepared to learn. 
Checking your child’s backpack daily will also help you stay connected with what is going 
on at school.  Newsletters will be coming home to students and families the Friday before 
the end of the month and they will always be chock full of important information and 
valuable dates so be sure to check them out!  We try to market the newsletters as being 
“student and parent newsletters” because it is a great resource for kids to find out 
information about school.  It is also another great opportunity to read!  
 

I am excited to watch this year unfold with our new crew of students.  I am sure that the 
year will be filled with many awesome challenges and adventures, but I look forward to 
them all!   
 
 

 
 
 
 

OO’’DDeeaa  CCoorree  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  EElleemmeennttaarryy  
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ffoorr  FFaammiilliieess  aanndd  SSttuuddeennttss  

  
LLooookk  wwhhaatt  iiss  hhaattcchhiinngg  iinn  oouurr  nneesstt  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh  ……  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
 

Our PTA meetings will be held at O’Dea Core Knowledge Elementary School on the first 
Monday of each month (except September due to Labor Day) beginning at 6:30. We invite all 

interested parents to join us to discuss educational issues related to O’Dea Core Knowledge 
Elementary School.  Our first meeting of the year will be on Monday, September 14th at 6:30.  

Please join us and have a voice in the educational system at O’Dea! 
We look forward to seeing you here! 

I sometimes wake in the early morning & listen 

to the soft breathing of my children & I think to 

myself, this is one thing I will never regret & I 

carry that quiet with me all day long.       ~ 

Brian Andreas 

 

 

Kitchen News! 
 
Welcome back!  Poudre School District has a new system for paying for student lunches.  A free 
website is available for families to pay online – all you will need is your student’s identification 
number and birth date.  If you have a student in middle school or high school you will be able 
to track their meals online as well.  You can pay with a credit card or a check and you can set up 
personalized account alerts for students.  
 
To pay online please go to:    www.schoolpaymentsolutions.com 

 

Walking and Wheeling Wednesday! 
 

The Safe Routes to School program is gearing up for another 

exciting season!   The first weekly “Walking and Wheeling 

Wednesday” will be held on Wednesday, September 2nd, 2009. 

 

These events are a great chance for children and parents to meet friends and 

neighbors and have a great time getting to and from school.  Prizes and other 

goodies will be available to encourage safe walking and bicycling. 

 

 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safety first 
 

O’Dea Core Knowledge Elementary will begin 
its first round of safety drills next week.  We 

will be practicing our fire, evacuation, 
lockdown and tornado drills over the 
upcoming months of September and 

October.  If your child lets you know that 
they “evacuated” today they very well might 
have!  We feel that it is critical that we are 
prepared for any emergency as early in the 
year as possible.  If you have any questions, 

please feel free to give us a call.  Your child’s 
safety is a top priority!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Notes from the Nurseõs Office 
 

 

Hello families!  If your child needs to take a medication during the day, you will need to fill out a medication 
release form (which is available in the front office).  Medicine cannot be distributed at school without this form 
being completed.  Thank you! 
 
Health department offers immunization clinics 
The health departmentôs three immunization clinics are ready for to provide required immunizations for children.  
Larimer County Health Departmentôs immunization clinics offer low-cost immunizations under the Federal Vaccines 
for Children (VFC) Program.  Through the program, families without health insurance, who are low-income or 
otherwise canôt afford full-priced immunizations can have their children under 19 years old vaccinated for $14.50 per 
shot.  However, no one will be turned away for inability to pay. 
 
Larimer County offers child, adult and travel immunizations at its three locations: Fort Collins, Loveland and Estes 
Park. Walk-in hours for Fort Collins and Loveland are listed below.  No appointments are necessary, except for travel 
immunizations. 
 
Loveland Clinic, 205 E 6th Street, 679-4580 
Mondays 12:30 - 3:30 pm; Fridays 9 am - 12 noon; and 2nd Wednesday of each month 3-6 pm.  Travel 
immunizations:  Mondays only, call for appointment. 
 
Fort Collins Clinic, 1525 Blue Spruce Drive, 498-6700 
Third Saturday of August, September, October and November, 9 am -12 noon; Mondays 9 am -12 noon and 1 - 3:30 
pm; Tuesdays 3 ï 6pm; and Fridays 9 am - 12 noon.  Travel immunizations: Monday mornings and Friday 
afternoons: call for appointment.  
 
For more information on childhood immunizations, adult immunizations, travel immunizations or Larimer County 
Health Department clinic hours, call 498-6700 or visit http://www.larimer.org/health/chs/immunizations.asp 

 
 

 

 

Box Tops! 

We will be 

collecting box 

tops for education 

again to benefit 

books for Title 

One and literacy. 
 

 

http://www.larimer.org/health/chs/immunizations.asp
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Welcome back to OõDea and to the news from the Art Room! 

 

I am Mr. Cale, the art teacher for your wonderful young artists. I will be filling you in with news 

of what your children are doing in our art program as we move through the school year and 

will let you know about upcoming special art events and opportunities.  

This time of year I am keenly aware of how special our district, school, and your children are to 

me. I am reminded of the support for the arts in this district when a student from elsewhere tells 

me how they only had art once a month where she came from. I am reminded of the 

dedication and thoughtfulness of my fellow staff when I come back to school in August. Finally 

when I greet your children and their wonderful smiles at the beginning of the school year I 

remember why I love teaching. Thank-you! 

We are starting off the art year with studio art on the first day. Most classes do name placards 

with òbubble lettersó to identify their work when displayed. The kinders read òMouse Paintó and 

start to learn their primary and secondary colors while coloring drawn mice. The students in the 

Autism program are doing pairing activities. Next we will all be doing colorful pinwheels for 

òPinwheels for Peaceó ð International Day of Peace. Look for them on the morning of 

September 22 in front of the school. They will be a sight to behold.  

Finally, coming down the pike will be Art Club one day a week and òOriginal Worksó which is a 

program that allows you to buy your childõs art work on items from T-shirts to trivets. Look for 

future announcements about these and other art events. Thank you for sending your young 

artists to OõDea.  

 

Yours in Art, Mr. C. 

 

   
  



 

 

 

COUNSELORôS CORNER 
Christie McPhail, OôDea Counselor 

 

 

What does Character Education look like at OôDea? 
 

Itôs our attitudeé  The OôDEA ATTITUDES!  

 

Respect, Responsibility, Honesty and Caring 
 

RESPECT means polite consideration for ourselves, others, property, and those in authority. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY means being in charge of what we say and do, accepting the consequences 

of our actions, and being accountable for our own learning. 

 

HONESTY means being truthful with our words and actions. 

 

CARING means being kind, thoughtful, helpful and considerate. 

 

The OôDea Attitudes guide the way that children and 

adults interact at OôDea.  We are all expected to 

demonstrate these four character traits in our words and 

actions.  Students in all grades will be learning about 

the OôDea Attitudes in guidance lessons during 

September and October.  Ask your child to explain the 

meaning of respect, responsibility, honesty, and caring! 

 
 
 
 

 

Mr. Schrom will be hosting the first OõDea Skating Party of the year on Wednesday, 

September 16
th
.  It will be held at Rollerland Skate Center from 6:30 -8:30 pm.  The cost is 

$5 and that includes free rollerskate rental.  Money raised from this fun event will be used 

to purchase new PE equipment for the students.  Rollerlandõs phone number is 482-0497.  

Rollerland Extravaganza!!  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.  PSD parent notification procedures 
 
 

The PSD communications office coordinates several efforts to notify parents 
and staff when ALL schools are closed for conditions such as bad weather or for 
emergency situations. 

 
PSD will communicate information and instructions directly to parents and staff through 
the following:  

¶ E-mails to parents who have signed up for PSD email alerts (sign up at 
www.psdschools.org – “Email Alert Sign-Up”) or provided their email on the student 
information form parents receive the first week of school. 

¶ Text messages to parents and staff who have that capability on their phone. 
¶ Phone messages through the School Messenger automated phone notification system.  
¶ PSD website (www.psdschools.org) information postings  
¶ PSD Channel 10 (Comcast and US Cable) 
¶ Local and Denver media including newspapers, radio and television stations 

 

Tuition -based preschool program accepting registrations  

Registrations are now being accepted for the Poudre School District tuition-based preschool program, 

which will pilot at four locations for the 2009 -2010 school year.  The preschool program will pilot at 

Cache La Poudre Elementary, Rice Elementary, and Moore Elementary, and the Fullana Learning 

Center. Half day sessions will be available in the morning and afternoon at participating schools. 

 

The new preschool program will have:  

¶ Teachers licensed by Colorado Dept. of Education.    

¶ High quality,  standards -based preschool environment.    

¶ 16 students per session.   Adult to child ratio 1 -8.   

¶ Tuition cost $3150/year or $315 for 10 months.    

¶ To apply go to www.psdschools.org; click on “School Registration;” then click on the upper left-
hand link, “Preschool Registration.”  

For more information, call Early Childhood Education at 490-3204. 

District Communication 

 

http://www.psdschools.org/
http://www.psdschools.org/
http://www.psdschools.org/


 
 
 
 
 


