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eet The Newest A

d-

dition To Our PEAK 

Team!!

 

Introducing…

 

Julie Whitesell!!

 

 

Hi!  My name is Julie 

Whitesell and I am the new 

therapist at the Peak

. I am 

very, very excited to be 

here. I have been working 

with adolescents for the 

past 13 years and it is def

i-

nitely my passion. If each 

one of us is given a gift; 

working with kids would 

definitely be mine (not to 

brag or anything), I ju

st 

love it!!!!    I feel that at 34 

yrs. old, I have done ever

y-

thing I possibly could when 

it comes to kids, and I look 

forward to what I will a

c-

complish in the future.  My 

favorite job ever was deve

l-

oping an after school pr

o-

gram for the Sioux City, 

Iowa school district.  It was 

based in a middle school 

and eventually expanded to 

two other schools. The best 

part of that job was watc

h-

ing kids who felt they 

wer

e

n’t good at anything 

try something out of their 

comfort zone and acco

m-

plish it.  The pride they felt 

was worth more than any 

paycheck. On a lighter 

side, I am from Pueblo, 

Colorado but moved to 

Iowa in 1989.  I remained 

in Iowa for 6 years and 

eventually moved back to 

Colorado in 1995 and have 

been in Ft. Collins ever 

since.  

 

 

PEAK Happenings!

 

 

           

We have been 

overwhelmed and very e

x-

cited about the response to 

our leaf raking project.  

Since Shawn Lukeman and 

Derrick Williamson have 

appeared in the Color

a-

doan we have been 

swamped.  Thanks to the 

hard work and dedication 

of our students and staff 

we are earning money 

and building an ou

t-

standing reputation!  

Keep up the hard work! 

 

   Meet The Therapist and PEAK Happenings 

 

Hewes News

 

B

y Deb Hewes

 

We are into the 2

nd

 quarter

-

hard to believe isn’t it?? By 

now the “newness” and 

uniqueness of being back 

in school has worn off. St

u-

dent attendance starts to 

decrease, tardy’s increase 

and the general blah’s start 

settling. This is where pa

r-

ents come in! We need 

your help and encourag

e-

ment to get your student to 

school and on time.

 

Peak had a decent overall 

attendance rate during last 

school year

-

we ranked up 

with the big schools in terms 

of getting kids to school. 

Please help your student and 

the school but talking to 

your teenager about the i

m-

portance of school and the i

m-

portance of a diploma.

 

Peak had 5 high school 

gradu

a

tions last year and we 

are planning on at least 3 more 

this year! Please help us make 

it possible for you teenager to 

get good grades and a d

i

ploma 

by coming to school reg

u

larly.  

Thanks! 

 

Deb Hewes, Principal

 

V

OLUME

 

1, 

I

SSUE

 

2

 

N

OVEMBER

 2005

 

Sneak

-

A

-

Peak

 

Monthly Newsletter

 

PSD

 

Outstanding Work 

 

2

 

What’s Up…?

 

2

 

Ice’s Update

 

2

 

Fun Page

 

3

 

Funny Joke

 

4

 

Ken’s Corner

 

4

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

 

 

P

eak Student

 

Celebrations, Vict

o-

ries &

 

Accomplishments  

 

 

·

Drew Chaltraw 

went up for and 

made level 2!!!

 

·

Joey Warren is 

now full time at 

Rocky!

 

·

Ryan Spence 

was hired for his 

first job!

 

·

Welcome Cassie 

Pettit, we are 

happy to have 

you at PEAK.

 

U

pcoming 

Events:

 

·

1/2 day 

Nov. 

3rd!!

 

·

Thank

s-

giving 

Break is 

Nove

m-

ber 

23rd, 

24th, 

25th.
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growing and learning.  If at any time 

you would like to see your child’s 

por

t

folio please let me know.  

 

 

              

Thank you to all of the pa

r-

ents that joined us for parent teacher 

conferences.  I enjoyed meeting with 

you and updating you on your child’s 

progress for th

e first quarter.  I would 

also like to congratulate a few students 

that have made significant progress.  

Congratulations to Joey

 Warren, he 

has transferred over to Rocky and is 

doing great. Ruth Seiler has added a

n-

other class to her RMHS schedule.  We 

are also very proud of Preston Hallibu

r-

ton who just started his first class at 

Rocky.  It is contagious!!  We are se

e-

ing a big wave of student interest in i

m-

proving behavior to have the opport

u-

nity to attend a different high school!  

Keep up the good work!!!!!!!!! 

 

b

y Nichole Randazzo

 

 

              

Here we are ready to begin 

the second quarter.  The classes are 

in full swing and we are ready to 

take it to

 the next level.  This year all 

of the teachers are putting together 

standard based portfolios.  We are 

excited to be able to tr

ack student 

progress in this way.  We feel like 

this will be a much more accurate 

way of seeing how our students are 

C

reative Writing

 

Advertisement by Ruth Seiler

 

 

              

 

 

              

They’re cool, they’re fun, 

they’re a pain in the butt.  

 

    THEY’RE LITTLE SIST

ERS!!! 

 

 

 

              

You can play with them, 

a

n

noy them, drive your parents nuts 

whining about them.  Only $24.95!

 

And if you order now we will throw 

in a free little brother.

  That’s right, if 

you order now we will throw in a free 

little brother.  A $50.00 value for 

only $24.95.  WARNING: May not 

retu

rn after purchased.  Side effects 

may include being annoyed, personal 

space being disrespected, and getting 

blamed for things yo

u did not do.  

Available only while supplies last.

 

 

 

 

 

 

dents have expressed some sincere 

interest in taking part in the pr

o-

gram.  I should find out news on 

approval or denial by the end of this 

month to the beginning of Dece

m-

ber.  The infusion of music will a

l-

low for our students to express 

the

m

selves as creative individuals 

in ways we may have never seen 

before.  Keep your fingers crossed 

and I will be in touch about the r

e-

sults.  Peace, M. Vannice

 

 

B

y Matt Vannice

 

Ice’s Updates.

 

 

I am pleased to announce that the 

first quarter was a success.  All 

were motivated and excited wh

ich 

made for a speedy 9 weeks.  As 

many students know I have applied 

for a significant grant to bring m

u-

sic and culture into our school in the 

form of a studio set up.  I am loo

k-

ing forward to the possibilities of 

receiving this money and our st

u-

What’s Up in Nichole’s Class?

 

Ice’s Update 

 

***We make a living by what we 

get, but we make a life by what we 

GIVE.

 

 

-

Sir Winston Churchill

 

     

 

              

Courage is to over come your 

fear and look it in it’s eyes and 

say “Bring It On!”

 

DW and Jon D.

 

The Death Turkey

 

By Shawn Lukeman

 

 

              

It was a cold autumn night on the fifth of November. As leaves ruffled in the 

wind at the Cas

cadian Farms, something was happening at the animal science lab. The 

mad scientist, Dr. Frankenturkey, had been experimenting on

 a dead turkey he had bought 

at the store. Dr. Frankenturkey had been trying to make an evil race of zombie turkeys, 

with which 

he would take over the world. The Dr. plugged the crocodile clips into the 

turkey, and let the electricity flow. Then most vicio

usly, the turkey stood up. The turkey 

hit a pressure point on the Dr., who fell to the floor out cold. The turkey then stepped i

nto 

the cloning machine the Dr. had intended to use to take over the world. Then millions of 

evil turkeys stepped out into the l

ab.

 

 

              

The guard was whistling “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” to himself.  He didn’t 

much like the dark.  Then the guard saw somethi

ng move in the shadows.  As it stepped 

out the guards screamed.  As the turkeys left they hopped into plastic wrap although some

 

were busy hiding the guard.  Now as you read millions of evil turkeys are coming.  And 

they are coming for you!!

 

 

Happy Thanksg

iving!!!!

 

Remember no school November 23rd, 24th, 25th!!!
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Fun Page

 

Thanksgiving Fun Facts  And Games   

 

 

How Thanksgiving was Declared a National Holiday:

 

·

Several people wanted to have an official day of thanksgiving, including Geor

ge Washington, who proclaimed a National 

Day of Thanksgiving in 1789. Several people did not want it including President Thomas 

Jefferson. 

 

·

Sarah J. Hale, a magazine editor, urged President Lincoln to reinstate Thanksgiving Day. 

 

·

In 1863, President Lincoln

 proclaimed the last Thursday in November as a national day of Thanksgiving. 

 

·

Every President since Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiv

ing Day. But in 1939, 1940, and 1941 Franklin D. Roosevelt proclaimed 

Thanksgiving the third Thursday in November to lengthen th

e holiday shopping season. This upset people. 

 

·

It was not until 1941, that congress declared Thanksgiving as a national holiday.

 It was declared to be the fourth Thursday in 

November. 

 

H

ow Thanksgiving was Declared a National Holiday:

 

·

Several people wanted to have an official day of thanksgiving, including George

 Washington, 

who proclaimed a National Day of Thanksgiving in 1789. Several people did not want it inclu

d-

ing President Thomas Jefferson. 

 

·

Sarah J. Hale, a magazine editor, urged President Lincoln to reinstate Thanksgiving Day. 

 

·

In 18

63, President Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday in November as a national day of 

Thanksgiving. 

 

·

Every President since Lincoln

 proclaimed Thanksgiving Day. But in 1939, 1940, and 1941 

Franklin D. Roosevelt proclaimed Thanksgiving the third Thursday in No

vember to lengthen 

the holiday shopping season. This upset people. 

 

·

It was not until 1941, that congress declared Thanksgiving a

s a national holiday. It was declared 

to be the fourth Thursday in November. 

 

 

Across

 

1. A group of people that usually share the 

Thanksgiving meal

 

4. Macy's Thanksgiving Day ________

 

5. Many families watch 

this on TV (usually the 

men in the family)

 

7. The name of the holiday

 

8. Pumpkin, apple, and mince meat _____ 

 

Down

 

2. The Pilgr

ims shared Thanksgiving meal with 

the __________

 

3. Some people call this stuffing

 

6. The day after Thanksgiving, is the officia

l 

kickoff to the _______ season.
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PSD

 

that complete the CSAP.  We 

think we have done a great job 

at providing quality instruction 

that would prepare the students 

for

 the test.  What we need is to 

some how help the students 

develop internal motivation to 

do better in preparing and ta

k-

ing the test.  

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!

 

We can’t do it alone.  We need 

you as a parent to be part of the 

team that includes your st

u-

dent, his or her teacher case 

manager, and your student’s 

therapist.  What we need is for 

you to take a proactive role in 

raisin

g your students scores.  

You may ask “what can I do?” 

Here is what we need from 

you.  

 

-

Call your student’s case ma

n-

ager and find out what their 

scores were from last year. 

 

-

Work with the case manager 

to develop an “at home” plan 

to improve re

ading, writing, 

and math abilities. 

 

 

 

O

nce again CSAP time is 

nea

r

ing.  This is a time when 

all students, except juniors and 

seniors are tested in areas of 

reading, writing, and math.  

Our schoo

l has not done well 

for the past several years.  

You might ask the question 

“why?”.  The answer is prob

a-

bly more complex then any 

one of us knows.  It could be 

said it’s because our students 

are not exposed to the same 

quality of ed

ucation as other 

students in the district.  It 

could be said that our students 

aren’t motivated to do well.  It 

could be said th

at our students 

suffer from disabilities that 

other kids don’t have.  The list 

of reasons goes on and on.  

The bottom line is we

 must do 

better if PEAK is to last as a 

school.  

 

In the past we have tried n

u-

merous ways of motivating 

the students.  We have used 

small daily incentives and 

offered a big outing for those 

-

Turn off the TV and video 

games and have a family time 

when everybody reads at least 

three times per week. 

 

-

Ask your student e

ach day what 

they did in school that day.

 

-

Call the school and ask for fr

e-

quent progress reports.

 

-

Have your student start a jou

r-

nal where they have to write at 

least one paragraph each day 

about any topic they want.  Have 

them read it to you. 

 

Our scores a

s a school probably 

will never be where we all want 

them to be unless you as a parent 

are a partner in the process.  

Get 

involved.  Demand accoun

t-

abi

l

ity.  Become a part of the 

process.  Help instill internal 

motivation.  Demand results. 

 

Yes, CSAP is just a test.  Ho

w-

ever, it is a good indicator of 

how well your student is pr

e-

pared to be a part of the greater 

world community.

 

Ken’s Corner

 

Phone: 970

-

407

-

9830

 

Fax: 970

-

407

-

0274

 

Email: christom@psdschools.org

 

Trust, Respect, 

Integrity & 

 

Responsibility  

 

www.psdschools.org/

schools/peak/

 

I

 am respectful,

 

from the country.

 

I speak words of e

n-

couragement.

 

I have tolerance for 

others.

 

I feel pride in others.

 

I believe in frien

d-

ship.

 

I see diversity in me.

 

I can be who I want 

to be. 

 

I hear acceptance in 

me.

 

I commit fine deeds.

 

I AM DW

 

 

 

By 

 

Derrick 

 

Wi

lliamson

 

10/13/06

 

A

 PERFECT EXAMPLE OF "CHRONOLOGICALLY GIFTED"

 

No one believes seniors . . . everyone thinks they are senile.  An elderly couple 

was celebrating their sixtieth anniversary. They had married as childhood 

sweethearts and had moved back to their old hometown 

neighborhood after 

they retired. Holding hands like they had back then, they walked back to their 

old school. It was not locked,

 so they entered, and found the old desk they had 

shared. On it, Andy had carved "I love you, Sally."  On their way back home, a

n 

armored car sped by, and rounding the corner a bag of money fell out of it, 

pra

c

tically landing at their feet. Sally quickly picked it up, but unsure what to do 

with it, they took it home. There, she counted the money... fifty thousand do

l-

lars!  Andy said, "We've got to give it back."  Sally said, "Finders keepers." She 

put the money back in the bag and hid it in t

heir attic.  The next day, two FBI 

men were canvassing the neighborhood looking for the money. They knock on 

the old couple's do

or. "Pardon me, but did either of you find a bag that fell out 

of an armored car yesterday?"  Sally said, "No."  Andy said, "She

's lying. She 

hid it up in the attic.  "Sally said, "Don't believe him, he's senile."  The agents 

turn to Andy to question him. 

The first agent gets out his notepad and pen and 

says: "Tell us the story from the beginning."  Andy said, "Well, when Sally and

 I 

were walking home from school yesterday...".    The second agent turns to his 

partner and says, "We're outta here."

 

 

Found By

 Drew Chaltraw

 


