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The Peak Projects began

 

as 

a way to get our students 

involved in entrepreneurial 

projects and to allow them 

to ga

in work experience 

that they may not have go

t-

ten. The Fort Collins job 

market can be very tight at 

times because high school 

students are competing with 

one another and with co

l-

lege students for entry

-

level 

positions all over the 

city.

 

 Therefore we took it 

upon ourselves to find work 

for our students so

 that they 

could gain not only job e

x-

perience but also life e

x-

per

i

ences in a setting ou

t-

side of the classroom. This 

year Peak will again be 

ha

v

ing its annual leaf

-

raking project.  For this 

pr

o

ject, a team of 2

-

3 st

u-

dents go to a house or bus

i-

ness and rake leaves.  We 

provide the 30

-

gallon trash 

bags as well as any other 

materials we may need 

such as rakes and a blower.  

By raking leaves last year 

we raised several hundred 

dollars that helped us 

pay 

for our annual Thanksgi

v-

ing meal.

 

In addition to the leaf ra

k-

ing we also will be doing 

landscaping jobs for people 

who need some extra work 

done around their yards.  In 

the past we have done ev

e-

rything from hauling rock 

to laying trim around ga

r-

dens.  Because our students 

have done such a wonde

r-

ful job I have already had 

people contacting me to see 

if we were available to 

work.  If you would like 

more information or you 

are interested in any of our 

services please contact 

Chris Miller at 219

-

8812 or 

you can go to our website 

at www.psdschools.or

g/ 

schools/peak/ and click the 

links under ‘Peak Pr

o-

jects’.

 

 Through these 

e

n

tr

e

preneurial exper

i-

ences our students learn 

valuable life skills, job 

skills and a great deal 

about the value of hard 

work. 

 

 

 

Peak Starts Annual Leaf Raking Project!

 

Deb’s Doings

 

B

y Deb Hewes

 

Friday, October 21

st

 is a 

district wide Parent

-

Teacher conference day. 

However, we know that 

most of our Peak parent

s 

work during the day. So we 

will be holding Parent

-

Teacher conferences in the 

afternoon and evenings on 

Monday, Oct 17 and 

Thursday, Oct 20

th

 from 

4:00 pm to 7:00 pm. 

There 

will not be school for st

u-

dents

 

on Friday, Oct. 21

st

.

  

Please come by Peak an

y-

time between 4:00

-

7:00 pm 

on the days listed to meet 

with your student’s teachers 

to find out how they are d

o-

ing.

 

I am looking for parent re

p-

r

e

sentatives to be on the SIT 

(Site Improvement Team) 

committee. This team will 

meet several times during 

the year to discuss ways

 to 

improve Peak. I’d like to 

hold meetings from 8:00

-

9:00 am to allow for as 

much staff and student re

p-

r

e

sentation as possible. I 

will spring for coffee and 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

 

s

omething to eat. The first 

meeting needs to be in O

c-

tober. If you are interested 

and your schedule would 

allow for a morning mee

t-

ing, please call Briana or 

me at Peak at 407

-

9830.

 

Hope to see you at Parent

-

Teacher conferences!

 

P

eak Student

 

Celebrations, Vi

c-

t

o

ries &

 

Accomplishments  

 

 

·

Shawn Luk

e-

man went up 

for and made 

level 2!!!

 

·

Jon Dawson 

was accepted 

into the Wor

k-

force’s WIA 

youth program.

 

·

Danie Alu

m-

baugh and 

Ryan Spence 

celebrated their 

16th birthdays!

 

 

Upcoming 

Events:

 

·

Parent group 

@ 6:00 PM, 

10/10

 

·

No School 

10/21

 

·

Back to 

school night 

10/17 & 

10/20 4

-

7 pm
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see us.  The reading that has o

c

curred 

in English class has left me speec

h-

less. We are currently putting together 

some of the best power point present

a-

tions I have ever seen.  We have read 

so many stories I cannot even list them 

all.  I am proud of the connections the 

students a

re making between what 

they are reading and their own writing.  

 

As the first quarter is over half way 

done, we are looking forward to fi

n-

is

h

ing the quarter strong and on a 

good note.  Our school is setting a goal 

of improving attendance to 95%.  

Please help us raise our attendance by 

encouraging your child to come ever

y-

day.  We are making huge strides in this 

area, however there is always room for 

improvement.  I look forward to seeing 

all of yo

u at our conference nights on 

October 17

th

 and October 20

th

 from 4

-

7 

pm!   

 

B

y Nichole Randazzo

 

We have been very busy around here 

since the beginning of the year.  We 

have been able to accomplish some 

exc

iting assignments.  In math we 

are busting out serious knowledge of 

how the world of salaries and pay 

checks works.  I am trying to co

n-

nect everything to the real world and 

make connections that are meanin

g-

ful to them.  Speech has been full of 

looking at ourselves and how others 

B

y Joey Warren

 

Thomas was a nice lad; he lived in a 

nice town. Thomas was a thirteen

-

year

-

old boy and loved to eat sandwiches. 

Turkey, ham, roast beef, tuna fish; it 

didn’t matter, as long as it was smashed 

between two pieces of bread; rye bread, 

wheat b

read, oat nut, any kind of bread 

really. Sandwiches seemed to be all 

Th

o

mas thought about lately, don’t ask 

me why, I’m just telling the story from 

how I heard it. One day Thomas was 

home alone, his p

arents had gone to 

play Bingo. It was a Thursday. His pa

r-

ents always went to Bingo on Thur

s-

days. Thomas heard his stomach ru

m-

ble and instantly his mind envisioned a 

delicious, piping hot, melted grilled 

cheese sandwich. Thomas flung himself 

up from the 

couch and bolted to the 

kitchen. He slid across the linoleum 

floor and grabbed the handle to his r

e-

frigerator. He practically ripped the 

door open and bent down to open the 

drawer where the cheese was impri

s-

oned, and he was their liberator. Th

o-

mas then took out the butter, and 

grabbed a knife from the drawer. B

e-

fore the refrigerator door shut co

m-

pletely, Thomas was already opening 

up the bag to the bread. He pulled out 

six thick pieces of the soft rye material. 

His eyes grew wide as he saw the fr

y-

ing pan float out of the cupboard and 

float to the stove, which was magically 

turned on. The pan sort of danced and 

wobbled and 

laid itself peacefully upon 

the stove coil. Thomas stumbled bac

k-

wards as the butter lid popped off and 

the knife danced over to it. Two slices 

of bread floated into the air and the 

knife lathe

red one side of them each. 

“The cheese, the cheese!!!” Thomas 

blurted out. No sooner did the words 

on Imperialism and Women of the 

West.  All are looking forward to 

taking an in depth look at the 

ROARING 20’s.  The future is 

loo

k

ing bright.

 

I want to send a quick SHOUT 

OUT to my US Lit. class.  PR

E-

STON, DJ/JD, JOHAN, and 

SHELBY, for their amazing work at 

reading 

The Adventures of Huckl

e-

berry Finn

.  All have put their heart 

into reading and their efforts are 

impressive.  BIG UPS!!

 

B

y Matt Vannice

 

Things are in full swing in the I

g-

loo.  Highlights form the last month 

include our Presidential Election for 

the “President of the New World”.  

Congratulations to Francisco P

i-

zarro!!  All participants in the ele

c-

tion handled themselves with di

g-

nity, respect and enthusiasm…….

WELL DONE!  In math class we 

have learned a new math game we 

are calling “PRESS YOUR LUCK”.  

In U

S History we finished our units 

What’s Up in Nichole’s Class?

 

 

Thomas and The Magical Grilled Cheese Sandwich

 

 

Ice’s Update 

 

Peace, 

 

Mr. Vannice

 

leave his mouth did the cheese open itself up and 

fly to its’ companions. The bread pressed itself 

together with the cheese in 

the middle and fell 

down onto the sizzling skillet. Thomas danced 

around, skipping to the tune he was whistling. 

The sizzling from the skillet quickened and Th

o-

mas began to dance a hornpipe. The aroma flew 

from the sizzling sandwich and up into Thomas’ 

nostrils. “Oh sweet, sweet nectar, 

come to 

poppa!” Thomas said as the sandwich flipped 

itself and began to cook the other side. He didn’t 

even wonder why this was 

all happening, he was 

just glad that his sandwich would be ready any 

second now. His face glowed as he saw the 

san

d

wich lift itself out of the skillet and dance 

with Thomas and then set itself gently on the 

plate. Thomas grabbed the plate and 

sat down at 

the table. The magical forces already got to work 

on his second sandwich before he could even 

take a bite of the fir

st. “Nice and easy,” he 

thought, “show respect to the sandwich makers.” 

He took a slow bite and he was in heaven. The 

melted che

ese exploded in his mouth and he was 

totally void of reality. This was truly the best 

grilled cheese sandwich ever.       

 

“Appreciation is a wonderful 

thing; it makes what is excellent 

in others belong to us as well.”

 

-

Voltaire
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Fun Page

 

How many can you get right?  Answer the following questions and 

return 

this completed sheet 

to Mr. Chris.  A drawing will be hel

d at the end of the month.  The student whose name is 

drawn will win a prize from the Treasure Chest.

 

1

. Which number has a prime factor different 

from the rest?

 

30

 

50

 

120

 

130

 

240

 

2. “The fog came in on little cat feet” is an e

x-

a

m

ple of:

 

simile

 

metaphor

 

alliteration

 

hyphenation

 

onomatopoeia

 

3. Which city is LEAST likely to experience a 

hurricane?

 

Savannah

 

Boston

 

New Orleans

 

New York

 

Detroit

 

4. A piece of celery sitting in a bowl of red food 

coloring changes color due to:

 

Decay

 

Emba

rrassment

 

capillary action

 

photosynthesis

 

mitosis

 

5. Which pair is incorrect?

 

Himalayas 

–

 Tibet

 

Andes 

–

 Peru

 

Alps 

–

 Switzerland

 

Pyrenees 

–

 China

 

Rockies 

-

 Canada

 

6. 

We hold these

 truths to be self

-

evident: that all 

men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their creator with certain unalienable righ

ts, and 

among these rights are life, liberty, and the pursuit 

of happiness.

 

How many adjectives are in the passage above?

 

4

 

3

 

6

 

5

 

8

 

7. Which of the following is considered inert?

 

Calcium

 

neon

 

sodium

 

sulfur

 

gold

 

8. Whose accomplishments are most recent?

 

Hen

ri Matisse

 

Steven Jobs

 

Robert Louis Stevenson

 

Henry Ford

 

Edwin Land
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The Sword

 

By Shawn Lukeman 

 

The sword rang like a bell,

 

And sucked out his soul,

 

Like vortex of doom,

 

He looked into the eyes of a 

heart b

lack as coal,

 

Darkness came over him,

 

But there was a light,

 

A mighty sword of justice,

 

Now he knew he could 

fight,

 

He grasped the golden 

sword at hand,

 

And plunged it in to the 

other’s hea

rt,

 

Yet never was his seeing 

Y

et never was his seeing 

planned, 

 

For the blood that shed the 

ground,

 

Wasn’t really his,

 

But the blood of his brot

h-

erly kin,

 

 

“Lo! If only my sword 

had gone amiss!”

 

Then he plunged the 

bloodstained sword, With 

one word,

 

“En pace requiset…”
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2.

Use an ‘action 

plan’.  Have a 

wri

t

ten contract 

with your teenager 

about things you 

 

3.

are most co

n-

cerned about. For 

example, specific 

times and sites 

you allow them on 

the Internet.  

 

4.

 

   

 Keep commun

i-

c

a

tions open

-

DON’T SCREAM 

AND YELL.

 

5.

 

   

Take deep 

breaths.  

You

 take 

a time out if 

needed.

 

6.

 

   

Expect non

-

compliance.  That 

is their

 role and 

yours is to remain 

calm, collected, 

and most impo

r-

tantly

—

FIRM 

 

7

.

 

   

Use natural cons

e-

Y

ou probably don’t want to 

hear this but

-

POWER 

STRUGGLES ARE NO

R-

MAL. It’s a part of a tee

n-

ager’s development task to 

find out who they will b

e-

come as an adult.  Their 

hormones are raging and 

their critical thinking skills 

are in the process of deve

l-

oping.  Their thinking up 

until now has been in black 

and white terms. Now they 

are discovery the gray area 

and they don’t know 

what 

it means.  Things that are 

important to remember 

du

r

ing these trying times 

are:

 

1.

 

   

Determine cons

e-

quences before 

the inappropriate 

behavior ha

p-

pens.  Have pr

e-

d

e

termined co

n-

s

e

quences esta

b-

lished.  

 

quences.  If they 

come home late, 

deduct time from 

their next outing.

 

8.

 

    

Listen to their fee

l-

ings.  What’s the 

harm?  You are the 

adult and you still 

have the final say.

 

9.

 

    

Stay rational. Arg

u-

ing with them only 

increases the co

n-

flict.

 

The steps I have suggested 

sound really easy to do on 

paper.  In the heat of battle 

we all forget what we should 

do.  Mak

e each situation a 

learning process for you and 

your child.

 

 

DON’T FORGET

—

PARENT GROUP @ 

6:00 PM, OCTOBER 

10

TH

 AT PEAK.

 

Ken’s Corner

 

Phone: 970

-

407

-

9830

 

Fax: 970

-

407

-

0274

 

Email: christom@psdschools.org

 

Trust, Respect, 

Integrity & 

 

Responsibility  

 

www.psdschools.org/

schools/peak/

 

Peak School

 

 

M

yles Getz on 

Honesty:

 

Honesty is a good 

thing in many ways.  

If someone broke 

another persons 

movie, you tell the 

truth and say,

 “Yes 

I did it by accident 

and I am very sorry.  

I will buy you a 

new movie.” Tel

l-

ing the truth is i

m-

portant because you 

kept your frien

d-

ship.

 

 


