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        The Patriot  

                                                                                                                              Hollywood or History? 

                                              
OBJECTIVES: Students will learn to discern between media interpretations of history and the actual events. They will learn to distinguish and recognize poetic license in historical representation and explore the role of the media in creating popular history.
NATIONAL HISTORY STANDARDS: National Standards for History for grades 5-12: chronological thinking, historical comprehension, historical analysis and interpretations, and historical research capabilities for United States History eras 2 and 3.
Discussion Questions: 80pts
You MUST answer questions 1, 3, & 10 plus you may to CHOOSE THREE others of your choice. In all this will become a 7-paragraph essay
1. Hollywood has a long history of bringing American wars to the big screen. Why is the movie industry so fond of war movies? Why does the drama of war make such popular topics for films? What are some examples? 
2. Discuss the role of Hollywood in teaching, or "misteaching" American history. 
3. Most films and novels about historical events use poetic license. What is poetic license? Should it be allowed in popular culture depictions of historical events? 
4. When we think of the American Revolution, we tend to think of the northern campaign. But the war was fought in some southern areas as well. What was the strategic value of the southern campaign? Why does the northern campaign dominate the history books? 
5. There were almost as many loyalists as there were patriots during the American Revolution. Who were loyalists? How did they differ from patriots? What happened to them after the war? 
6. Technology has changed the ways in which wars are fought. Discuss how wars were fought in the 18th century and compare them with wars of the 20th century. 
7. Both members of the militia and the Continental Army fought in the Revolutionary War. Compare and contrast the two different groups of fighters. 
8. Many historical sites offer examples of "living history." What is "living history?" What are the advantages of "living history?" 
9. Many places in America are designated as historic landmarks. What makes a place historic? 
10. The lead character of The Patriot is a composite of different people. What is a composite? Why did the producers choose to model their leading character after more than one person? 
11. Discuss the problems with the film's portrayal of the lives of African Americans during the Revolutionary era. 
Extended Activities: 20
CHOOSE 1 

1. Filmmakers use a storyboard to show the narrative and sequence of the film before they shoot it. It is similar to the ways in which a comic book tells a story. Create a storyboard for one of the campaigns of the American Revolution. 
2. Write an essay that recreates a typical day in the life of a patriot fighting in the American Revolution.
3. Write a song about a militiaman, an army regular, a loyalist, or a patriot from a 1st person narrative.
4. Create a political cartoon in the spirit of Paul Revere, about the Revolution.
5. STUDENT CHOICE  
Movie Review-Extra Credit: The Patriot

Write 500 words reviewing the movie The Patriot and paste them in the Comments section below. You need to express your own opinion on how well the film presents and interprets American history. Think about the following questions:

General things to discuss in any movie review in this class:

1. Who is the main character in the movie? Where does he live? How representative is his life of other Americans of his class, gender, and race in this period? Does the movie correctly depict the economic, political, and social position of the hero?

2. What role women play in this movie? Is there role consistent with women's social roles in this time period?

3. What are other social and ethnic groups present in this film (African Americans, immigrants, workers, Indians, the British, etc.)? What is their role in the film and what it was in U.S. society in this period?

Specific questions for The Patriot:

4. What is the role of black workers on Benjamin Martin's plantation? Are they depicted correctly--is their position typical or likely for this time period? Is the depiction of maroon black community in the film realistic?

5. Who were Loyalists and the Patriots and what percentage of colonial population did each group comprise during the American Revolution? How does the movie depict Loyalists?

6. How does the film depict actions of the British army? Were the British likely to commit the atrocities they are committing in the film? Where the Continentals more or less vicious than the British?

Feel free to look for existing historical reviews of this film, but if you use any information from published sources, include citations in parenthesis and include a bibliography in the end of your review.

Here are some online databases that may have reviews of The Patriot and other films shown in this class:

EXAMPLE:

The Patriot, which takes place during the time of the American Revolution, tries to depict how the United States was put up against a challenge at this time. It also tries to show us what happened and why things were happening like they were. 

The main character of the movie Benjamin Martin, symbolizes the white man during this time and how he was affected by the war. As we see Benjamin was a regular man living in South Carolina. We see that he is living well off and it shows that his standing in society is of the upper classes. We see that at first he was against the war as were many colonists, but also against the actions of the British, such as taxation without representation. But as the country broke into war many colonists’ anger with the British laws and treatment forced them to become against the British, such as the case that was seen with Benjamin himself, when his own son was killed for no reason. After Benjamin made a decision to join the war he had to make sure there was somebody to take care of his children, and that’s where the women came in. Not only did they take care of the children but also they took care of the plantations and the whole household. 

After the war began the society split, only a small minority of the colonists was loyalists, or remained loyal to the mother country, only about twenty percent. The Continentals, a bunch of farmers, plantation owners, skilled workers, and even slaves were building a force that was trying to breakaway from the motherland. The continental armies force to withstand the might and the brutality of a British was very indefinite but they believed in their cause and fought for it. The depiction of the British in the movie is pretty accurate. They were very brutal in their actions, they were also very organized in battle as shown in the movie, and that’s why they didn’t know how to deal with militiamen. The continentals on the other hand were no more humane I think than the British, even though in the movie it tries to show that they were working on becoming more humane. This assumption comes from the fact that hatred and violence breads hatred and violence. 

Through Benjamin Martin we also see how other people of the society were living, such as the slaves and the lower classes that he was superior too. The workers on his plantation were presented as free men. In the society at that time this wasn’t usually the case. The workers were usually slaves. They were treated very badly and weren’t usually free to roam around as they were doing in the movie. The movie also shows how the slaves were fighting side by side with the American continental army. They were treated as equals in the army because they were needed. The slaves that were in the continental army would gain their freedom after a year of service, which was a good thing, but as one of the soldiers asked the slave, what was he going to do with his freedom. Even if a slave got freedom he would be treated badly because he had a different skin color. 

After watching the movie many things were drawn better for me. I also enjoyed watching the movie, it was great.

	
	

	The Patriot-Hollywood or History
Student Name:     ________________________________________ 


	CATEGORY
	10
	8
	7
	6

	Focus on Topic (Content)
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. Main idea stands out and is supported by detailed information. 
	Main idea is clear but the supporting information is general. 
	Main idea is somewhat clear but there is a need for more supporting information. 
	The main idea is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information. 

	Support for Topic (Content)
	Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but one key issue or portion of the storyline is unsupported. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but several key issues or portions of the storyline are unsupported. 
	Supporting details and information are typically unclear or not related to the topic. 

	Accuracy of Facts (Content)
	All supportive facts are reported accurately. 
	Almost all supportive facts are reported accurately. 
	Most supportive facts are reported accurately. 
	NO facts are reported OR most are inaccurately reported. 

	Sequencing (Organization)
	Details are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader. 
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the way in which they are presented/introduced sometimes makes the writing less interesting. 
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader. 
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organized. 

	Transitions (Organization)
	A variety of thoughtful transitions are used. They clearly show how ideas are connected. 
	Transitions clearly show how ideas are connected, but there is little variety. 
	Some transitions work well; but connections between other ideas are fuzzy. 
	The transitions between ideas are unclear or nonexistent. 

	Conclusion (Organization)
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader with a feeling that they understand what the writer is "getting at." 
	The conclusion is recognizable and ties up almost all the loose ends. 
	The conclusion is recognizable, but does not tie up several loose ends. 
	There is no clear conclusion, the paper just ends. 

	Adding Personality (Voice)
	The writer seems to be writing from knowledge or experience. The author has taken the ideas and made them "his own." 
	The writer seems to be drawing on knowledge or experience, but there is some lack of ownership of the topic. 
	The writer relates some of his own knowledge or experience, but it adds nothing to the discussion of the topic. 
	The writer has not tried to transform the information in a personal way. The ideas and the way they are expressed seem to belong to someone else. 

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions)
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 


Total Possible Points: 100
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For many Americans, Hollywood serves as the producer of history. The film industry has long offered its version of historic events, with varying results. Some of Hollywood's attempts at historical analysis have faired better than others; some have been complete fabrications, such as D. W. Griffith's Birth of a Nation (1915). Today, Hollywood is still offering the American public its interpretations of history.








