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Rice Elementary School 

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by Poudre School District.  

Dear Parents, 

 Here we are at the end of September already!  1st quarter is going by quickly.  

The end of the quarter is October 19th.  Parent-teacher conferences will be held the 

week of October 17th.  Be watching your childôs Friday folder for more specific 

dates and times.   

 I want to thank you for following the guidelines for parent pick up in the 

front of the building.  The traffic flow has been much smoother.  However, we have 

had some difficulties on the east side of the building where the busses depart.  

Some parents have been picking up their children there.  There should not be any 

parent pick up activity, except Early Childhood, on the east side.  It is dangerous 

with children going between busses and cars.  Please help us to keep all of our  

children safe!! If you are picking up your child, please make arrangements to pick 

them up in the front (west side.) 

 We all know that it is important for children to be in the classroom.  There is 

a lot of learning that happens during interaction time with the teacher and class-

mates.  When children are absent from the class, they miss out on that important 

piece of education.  Even if the child takes homework with him/her, they still will 

not have the opportunity to participate in the class activities.  Please try to plan your 

family vacations around the days when school is not in session.  If it is necessary 

for your child to be absent for a pre-planned family activity, there is a form in the 

office that I would like you to stop by and complete prior to the absence in order for 

the absence to be considered excused.  Thank you for your help! 

Enjoy our beautiful fall! 

   Karen 
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http://www.learningrx.com/fortcollins
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Upcoming Events in October  

¶ 10th - PTO meeting 6-7:30 pm 

¶ 13th ï 1st grade music program 6:30 pm 

¶ 19-20th ï Parent-teacher conferences 

¶ 20-21st ï No school for students 

¶ 25th ï 2nd grade music program 6:30 pm  

¶ 31st ï 12:30-1:45 Math Madness 

¶ 31st ï 2:00 Halloween Parties   

Book Fair  

Thank you to all who supported our Back to School 

Book Fair. Rice earned about $2,000.00 in Scholastic 

Dollars. The money will be used to purchase new books 
for our library. We love getting new books for our  

students! 

CyberSmart  

Rice Raptors have been talking about being  

cybersmart when using the computer, especially when go-

ing into cyberspace and for 4th & 5th graders, when using e-
mail. If you get a chance, talk with your student about pri-

vate information, safe talking, powerful passwords, being 

considerate and comfortable & the responsibilities that 
come with using the computer. There is a link to the Cy-

berSmart curriculum on the Rice website, under Media 

Center, Internet Safety. 

Study Island is Back  

Study Island is a website of standards-based assessment, in-

struction, and test preparation for K-12 students. Students can 

go to the Rice Home Page and click on the Quick Links to get 
to Study Island. Many students enjoyed working on the site 

last year & it gives them a wonderful opportunity to hone their 

skills in a number of subjects. Student should have received 

their login and password from their homeroom teacher.  

http://www.tulaeventproductions.com/growingfield.aspx
http://www.mcdonalds.com/
http://www.rockinrollersdaycamp.com/
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In our Pre-K classrooms: It may look like play, but we are learningé  

¶ To listen as well as speak 

¶ To express ourselves creatively 

¶ To grow in self-control 

¶ To grow from dependence to independence 

¶ To listen to directions and follow them 

¶ To share our ideas, and invite others to be a part of our learning 

¶ To develop good work habits 

¶ To complete what we start 

¶ To clean up after work time 

¶ To develop problem solving tools 

¶ To participate in group activities 

¶ To enjoy using a variety of materials 

¶ To share toys, equipment and experiences 

¶ To develop an interest in books 

¶ To develop an interest in the world around us 

¶ To improve muscular coordination 

¶ To develop new interest and extend old ones 

To understand new words and be able to use them 

The PSD Early Childhood Program uses the Treasures Curriculumôs preschool pro-

gram called ñLittle Treasures.ò  

Any questions please email:  Mary Slavik  mslavik@psdschools.org 

 Cindy McCarthy cmccarth@psdschools.org  

Rice Pre -K Raptors  

This year has started off great in our Pre-K classrooms here at Rice. In Unit One of 

the Little Treasuresô curriculum, we are learning about Who We Are.  

  

 

 

 

 

 Colors Attributes Body Parts 
 

We Follow our Safety Rules Everyday: 
We keep ourselves safe. 

We keep our friends safe. 

We keep our things safe. 

 

Field Trips:  

Thursday, October 6th: Inspiration Playground 

Tuesday, October 18th: Bartels Pumpkin Patch 
 

You must be a registered volunteer to join us!  

mailto:mslavik@psdschools.org
mailto:cmccarth@psdschools.org
http://www.thehumanbean.com/
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Second Grade Scoop  

Here is some information shared by our Second Grade Raptors: 

¶ We learned how caterpillars grow up.  We are learning how to write better. 

ïJuan 2M 

¶ We learned about helpful and harmful insects.  Almost all insects can be 

both, like butterflies, some are poisonous. ïKeira 2M 

¶ We had real caterpillars change from larva to pupa to butterflies! ïEvy 2M 

¶ Bees have venom on the end of their stinger.  Mosquitos are the deadliest 

insect. ïBraxton 2A 

¶ I learned that spiders are not insects.  Insects have exoskeletons.ð 

Nathan 2A 

¶ I learned that insects have little holes in their body.  I learned that insects 

can be a snack for a spider. -Olivia 2A 

¶ My class and I have learned that to write a wow sentence you need capital 

letters are used correctly all of the time. Landon 2L 

¶ My class and I are learning about wow sentences, AR tests, OTFD, insect 

life cycle, spelling words, money, and I have a special surprise for you: in-
sects have a head, thorax, and abdomen. Kira 2L 

¶ We have learned about the SOAR code and respect. Ruby 2L  

First Grade News!  

Big things are happening in first grade! Our new literacy 

rotations are working wonderfully and we are so proud 

of the first graders for their hard work and flexibility as 

we get these rolling!  

In October we will take a field trip to the Poudre River 

Library in Old Town Fort Collins.  We hope all of our 

students will be able to get their very own library card.  

This is a BIG step in every readerôs life made even more exciting by all of the on-
line resources they will have access to with their card.  Later in the month the li-

brary ladies will teach us all how to use BookFlix and the down-loadable audio 

books from our school and home computers.  Itôs going to be great!  

Thank you to all of our families for making this a great start to the 2011-2012 

school year!  

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/
http://www.urgentcareatmiramont.com/
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What Third Graders Have to Say About What We 

Have Been Learning So Faré  

¶ Something so exciting that we learned was Science because it is all about 

water.  Our scientific question is:  ñWhat is Water.ò  -Toby  

¶ Science has been so fun so far.  Our unit is water:  hot water, cold water, 

and also room temperature water.  We do an experiment every day.   
Science has been a success!  -Abby  

¶ Justin says, ñWe learned in Science that hot water is less dense than room 
temperature water.ò 

¶ What our class learned in third grade was keyboarding.  In keyboarding we 

learned that we have to keep our fingers on the home row keys to do typing 

so we just donôt go everywhere on the keyboard.  -Hannah  

¶ I learned a whole lot, but Iôm gonna tell you just one.  I learned in Science 
all about water.  One thing I learned is that water will dome on a penny.   

-Hannah  

¶ The exciting things I am learning in third grade are doing geography. I liked 

doing geography because you can lean about the states, countries, towns,  
continents and the parts of the globe.  ïTrevor 

¶ So far in third grade I have learned that there is such a thing as surface ten-

sion. ïIsabella 

¶ The exciting thing Iôm learning about in third grade is seeing what  

happens when we put water and food coloring in a cup. When I put hot wa-

ter in it, it raises and when you put cold water in it, it lowers. ï Aaliyah 

¶ I like science because you get to experiment and I like experimenting a lot, 

like what happens with green water and hot water. -Anela 

¶ We have learned how to tell more time and every day we learn math that we 

never learned.  Do you know why we learn so hard and get everything 

right? Itôs my great teacher Mrs. Mersman, she makes us work hard and she 
wants us to have a great, big brain.  She makes sure that we study hard.  -

McKinzie 

¶ So far in third grade we have learned how to do keyboarding. I loved doing 

keyboarding! ð -- Kaylee  
 

Third Graders are on their way to becoming experts at keyboarding! 

After 3 weeks of daily lessons and practice (even over the week-
end!), third graders are ready to tackle typing their own paragraphs! 

Fingers on home row and here we go!   

http://www.fortcollinsshoes.com/
http://www.rollerlandskatecenter.com/
http://www.pizzahut.com/
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My Favorite Part of 4
th

 Grade So Faré 

¶ ñMy most exciting moment in 4th grade so far was in Science.  We 

learned about the solar system and we got to be the planets!ò  

¶ ñThe name game is when fifteen or more people get in a circle and 

think of an adjective that starts with the initial of your first name.  

You have to say the personôs adjective and name all the way back to 

the beginning of the circle.  Example:  TNT Treydon ñ 
¶ ñMy favorite thing in 4th grade is making name monsters.  It is super 

fun.  We get to write our names in cursive and then cut them out.  We 

get to make a little monster with the shape.  That was my favorite 

thing to do in 4th grade.ò  

Art Room News  

 

Donations are always welcome and appreciated in the Art room!  Some of the com-

mon items that are donated are: 

¶ plastic containers-with or without lids (washed out) 

¶ egg cartons 

¶ two liter pop bottles (washed out) 

¶ cereal boxes (can be broken down) 

¶ fabric scraps 

¶ buttons 

 

Students are finishing their Original Works projects!  Look for these to come home 

in a few weeks!  All order forms and artwork will be due back to Rice Elementary 
by October 17th.  Orders will arrive at school the first week of December to be 

taken home.  Below is a list of the OW projects that students are working on. 

¶ Kindergarten-Polar Bears 

¶ First-Peacocks 

¶ Second-Circus Parade 

¶ Third-VanGogh Sunflowers 

¶ Fourth-Pattern Turtles 

¶ Fifth-Laurel Burch Cats 

 
I would love to have any parents who are interested in helping with original works 

to email me at btennyso@psdschools.org 

http://www.miramontlifestyle.com/
http://www.milnororthodontics.com/
http://www.fcwc.com/
mailto:btennyso@psdschools.org
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Hee Haw!!   

 

 

 

 

 

It was wonderful to see so 

many families at the 3rd  
Annual Rice Raptor Rodeo!!  

Your attendance helps  

support Rice teachers and 
helps build a strong school 

and community connection.  

News from 5
th

 Grade  

Eco-Week Fundraiser ï Please mark your calendars for October 22, 2011! 

The 5th grade class has chosen to participate in a wonderful, and spooky, 

fundraiser that is sure to delight children of all ages! All you have to do is 

show up! Make sure to tell the person at the ticket window that you are a 

Rice student, friend or family member and you receive $2 off the price of 

admission. Families can choose to go through one of three corn mazes in-

cluding the ñFear @ the Farmò haunted corn maze, hayrides or the pumpkin 

patch and the pumpkin launcher. Check out 

www.somethingfromthefarm.com for more information and look for a flyer 

in Friday folders later in October.     

Enrichment ï Classes being offered for the first rotation of enrichment will 

begin on October 11th. Please look for acceptance letters in Friday Folders.  

All enrichment classes are on a first-come-first served basis at a cost of $10 

per class. If you are interested in teaching an enrichment class please contact 

Laura Ward: lward@psdschools.org.   

5K Race ï Save the date: May 12, 2012 is just around the 

corner! The 2nd annual Running Is a Community Event 5K 

& Fun Run planning has begun. Last May, 317 runner and 

walkers participated in the event that promoted school-wide 

and community physical activity along with family fun. For 

many, it was their first 5K run.  We are expecting our sec-

ond annual 5K & Fun Run will have even more participants 

than last year. Please look for more information in Friday folders starting in 

late October. If you have any questions, or would like to volunteer, please 

contact Laura Ward: lward@psdschools.org for more information.  

5th Grade Class News - The first unit of study for writerôs workshop is  

Poetry. Our 5th graders have been busy learning all about figurative language 

and how they can use it in their writing. In readerôs workshop the students 

have been focusing on ñreading is thinking.ò They have been using sticky 

notes and think-marks to record their thinking. Check out your childôs 

writerôs workshop notebook or response journal to see what they have been 

writing. 

http://www.vanmeverenlaw.com/
http://www.joannedeleon.com/

