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Rice Elementary School 

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by Poudre School District.  

Dear Parents;  
 

Welcome to Winter! The first snowfall of winter is always so exciting for the kids! We believe that  

children should have some fresh air and exercise every day, so they will be going outside unless it is  

dangerously cold or extremely wet. Please make sure that they come dressed appropriately for the weather, 

boots, jackets, hats, gloves and snowpants if they want to go off the blacktop. 

It was wonderful to see so many parents at the parent/teacher conferences. You are an important part of 

your childôs education, and open communication with your childôs teacher is vital. 

Please make sure that your child knows before they leave for school in the morning, what they will be  

doing after school that afternoon. We know that emergencies happen. When you call to remind or change 
plans, the office calls into the classroom to give your child the information. This interrupts the entire class 

and their learning. We donôt have anyone to run messages to the students. If you are afraid that your child 

wonôt remember, a note sent with them to the teacher will ensure they get home in the proper manner. 

Thank you very much for your help with this situation! 

We are looking forward to our family Thanksgiving dinner (lunch) on November 18, 2011. Please respond 
to our kitchen manager, Mrs. Niccoli, rniccoli@psdschools.org with the number of family members 

(minus your student). There is more information in this newsletter regarding prices and times. 

We love having parent/grandparent volunteers in our building! Please make sure that you are a registered 

volunteer to help in classrooms, go on field trips or be on the playground. 

We have had 2 wonderful music performances this month! Ms. Titre did a fantastic job with our first and 

second graders, and the gym was full both times. Thank you for supporting the arts at Rice! 

We have a great School Accountability Committee made up of parents, community members, and  

teachers. This team, along with the entire staff, determines what our school goals will be and evaluates  

our progress toward those goals. The SAC has met twice this year, and we have some information to share 

with all other parents. I will be presenting this information about how Rice is doing academically at the 

next PTO meeting. Please plan to attend if you are interested and/or have any questions. 

Thank you so much for sharing your precious children with us! 

Karen 
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mailto:rniccoli@psdschools.org
http://www.learningrx.com/fortcollins
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Rice Pre -K Raptors  

The Rice Pre-K Raptors had a great time at Inspiration Playground and the Pumpkin Patch! October has been a 
super busy month. In Unit 2 we learned about ñMaking Friendsò. During the month of November, we will be 

working on Unit 3 and Unit 4 in Little Treasures. We will be studying Families and Food.  

CONCEPTS/Vocabulary 

  House                 Kitchen     Food                   Family 

 

 
 

 

 

Unit 3 and Unit 4 Books:  

        

 

          
        
¶ Zoo Phonics has been great: ask your child about the letters A,M and S.   

¶ No School: November 23rd (Wednesday) ï 28th (Monday) 

 
Any questions please email: Mary Slavik  mslavik@psdschools.org 

                                  Cindy McCarthy cmccarth@psdschools.org  

mailto:mslavik@psdschools.org
mailto:cmccarth@psdschools.org
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Dear Kindergarten Parents,  

We are off to a wonderful start in the Kindergarten wing. 

First quarter we have mastered our routines, learned to 

care for each other, and have figured how our school day 
should look. In Literacy and Social Studies we have 

taught about families, friends, sight words, and how letters make words. In math we 

have been learning our numbers 0-10, patterning, counting, and playing games to 
reinforce these skills. In science we have studied the five senses, the parts of a tree, 

and now we are working on apples and pumpkins. In November, we will be focus-

ing on the First Thanksgiving, the tricky teens, and reading more and more books. 

Please make sure to check our weekly newsletters for a more detailed list of what is 
happening in all three rooms. We are very excited about our year. Thank you for all 

you do to help usJ! 

Sari Bosch 

Gretchen Lenzner 

Lyn Karnes 

First Grade  

There are a lot of great things about teaching first grade: 

lots of hugs, excitement, curiosity, creativity, and genuine 

caring. One of our favorite things is writing. There are some 
truly charming things kids write and when you add in the 

invented spelling it is absolutely worth sharing. Here are 

some of the fun things your children have written this past 
month (spelling as it was writtenðjust put the sounds in!): 

 

¶ I like to slide on the slide. It is fun! Speshuly when it snowséwoo hoo! Be-

cuz it is slipry!!!! (Kodi) 

¶ I play on the donut. with Hunter and colby. we play bers on it. it is fun too! 

(Jack) 

¶ At recess I like going on the ifinud klimr to spi on grls with my frens we snek 

a lot. It is vere fun! wen we see them we stot to shas them they run fast we 

run fast to! (Evan) 

¶ Ovr The summer I went to a stron man camputeshin! I saw my frend tylr. He 

is soopr stron! (Jaiden) 

¶ We go on the jujljim! (Elena) 

¶ Recess is so moc fun! I git to find mi fren! (Kaeden) 

¶ the secende game I like to play at recess is faris I like to fliy every were make 

shere that my world is safe and my perints too (Emilie) 

¶ I rech in the puckin and I grab the gutss. (Logan) 

¶ I bui an org puKin bigr then mi dad can pick up (Tristen) 

¶ then you pot the seds in the uven. they are so good and dleshis. (Jessica) 

¶ I play with cody and Huntr and Even and claub and Jack oltogitr we ard stas. 

(Ty) 

We totally agree, altogether they are stars! 

http://www.thehumanbean.com/
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¶ We have learned the water cycle. 

Precipitation, evaporation, and con-
densation is all part of this cycle. 

~Steven 2M 

¶ We have been learning about the 

different cycles in nature. We have 
been reading Charlotteôs Web and 

watched the movie. ~Hailey 2M 

¶ In school we have been learning 

how to write nicely and we studied 

the water cycler. We learned that 
water evaporates. Every day we 

learn new things, like counting 

money in math. ~Skyler 2M 

¶ Over the past month I have learned 
the super cool water cycle song. 

Hereôs how it goes: it goes up as 

evaporation, forms a cloud as con-
densation, then fall back down as 

precipitation. ~Sydney 2A 

 

¶ We learned about the seasons and 

how they changed. When the north-
ern hemisphere is tilted toward the 

sun we are in summer. ~Kincaid 2A 

¶ I learned how the seasons change. 

The earth tilts and rotates and that is 

how the seasons change. ~Nate 2A 

¶ I liked reading about Drip the Rain-

drop and making a water cycle 

bracelet. ~Rylon 2L 

¶ I love taking AR tests and working 

towards my AR goal. Eliana 2L 

¶ I have really enjoyed making new 

2nd grade friends. ~Merak 2L 

Art Room Happeningsé... 

Students are beginning their Mexico Units! Students have 

learned that Mexican Art uses many strong lines, geometric 

shapes, and bright colors. Weôve also been listening to some 
Mexican music to inspire us to create fun patterns and de-

signs. Here are the projects and skills we are working oné 

¶ Kindergarten- Mexican Pattern blankets (pattern, 

color, line) 

¶ First Grade- Ponchos (shape, cutting, lines, pattern, color) 

¶ Second Grade- Sombreros (directed drawing, line, color, patterns, tempera 

paint) 

¶ Third grade- Mexican Guitars (directed drawing, lines, shapes, colors, tex-

tures, tempera paint) 

¶ Fourth Grade- Mexican Mirrors (radial design, line, shape, color, texture, 

form) 

¶ Fifth Grade- Dia de los Muertos (ñDay of the Deadò) Skulls (form, design, 
line, shape, color, texture, paint 

Second Grade Scoop  

http://www.urgentcareatmiramont.com/
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Third graders have been 

studying how bones and muscles work 
together like the dynamic duo, Batman 

and Robin. Here are a few comments 

about what they have learnedé 

¶ I am learning about bones and mus-
cles. Did you know that your shoul-

der bone is called a ball and socket 

joint? A muscle I know is called 
your cardiac muscle. Those are my 

favorite bones and muscles. -Cade 

¶ Iôm learning about a lot of bones and 

muscles. Your femur is your biggest 

bone in your body. If you had no 
bones you would be mush. Did you 

know your rear end is your gluteus 

maximus? -Abe 

¶ What I know about bones is that 
they give your body shape, and that 

bones attach to other bones by liga-

ments. ïLibby 

 

 

 

¶ What I learned about bones and 

muscles is that joints are flexible and 
bones help you to walk. Another 

thing I learned about bones and mus-

cles is that you can do karate with 

them. ïCody 

¶ I am learning about bones and mus-

cles. Our bones keep our body from 

being Jello. Muscles help your body 
move. Also, your bones protect you 

like your skull protects your brain. 

Muscles and bones work together 

like Batman and Robin. That is what 

I know about bones. ïKon 

¶ What I know about the bones is that 

the bones in our body are so special 

because they keep us running and 
walking. The skeleton helps us with 

that stuff we do these days.-Kaelyn 

News from the office:  

November 10-Picture Retakes 8-9:00 am 

November 10- Rollerland 6-8:00 pm 

November 14- PTO meeting 6-7:30 media center 
November 17-4th grade field trip 

November 17-Third grade music program 6:30-7:30 

November 18-Thanksgiving Family Meal (check 
schedule for times) 

November 23-27 Thanksgiving Break (No school) 

November 28-Collaboration Day (No school) 

Third Grade  

http://www.fortcollinsshoes.com/
http://www.rollerlandskatecenter.com/
http://www.pizzahut.com/


Rice Elementary School Newsletter November 2011 Page 6 

Where in the world are our 4
th

 graders?  

As part of our pretest for our study of maps and globes, I 

asked students to post directions for an alien to get to Rice 

Elementary to our classroom (the goal being that they under-
stand the importance of using cardinal directions and precise 

wording.) We'll be working more on this concept, but their 

initial ideas were pretty funny! Without names attached, here 

are some of the interesting directionsé; 

¶ We are on Earth on the big continent that looks like this [insert rough 

sketch.] Ok, you see the mountains... we are right next to the mountains in 
the big city 

¶ I am on Earth at Rice on the second floor. 

¶ Coordinates are North America, Colorado, Fort Collins, Wellington, exit 

I25, take a left, 2 streets go on Main Street, straight turn right, turn left and 
you'll see Rice Elementary! 

¶ Go to the blue planet but don't go on the blue part. Go to the United States 

and go to Colorado and go to Wellington. Go on I25 and turn right. Then go 

in the big building and go up the stairs and go to the last classroom. 

¶ If an alien was on Mars I would tell him to go to Earth then land by Main 

Street Market and then go straight. 

¶ We live on Earth. Just go to a big building. 

¶ I would go online and go on Google Earth and explain to the alien what the 

school is name and what part of Wellington it is in. 

¶ You fly to Colorado and go to Wellington and look for a building that says 

Rice Elementary. 

¶ I am in Rice Elementary. On the second floor.  

¶ I'm in Wellington, Colorado, in the USA.  

¶ I am in North America, on Earth, the 3rd planet from the sun. 

¶ We live on Earth at Rice Elementary. You can land on the highway at Wel-

lington. Do you want to come? 

http://www.miramontlifestyle.com/
http://www.milnororthodontics.com/
http://www.fcwc.com/
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News from the 5
th

 grade  

What an exciting first quarter weôve had with your children! 

Itôs hard to believe itôs almost November. We just wrapped up 

our poetry unit in writing. Be sure to ask your kids to share 
their poetry anthologies with you. They are very proud of their 

work and so am I! We are starting a unit on narrative writing, 

so look for creative stories to come home. 

Iôm very excited to be starting book groups this week. I will 

present 6 books to the students through a ñbook talk.ò They will choose their top 
three books and I will form groups accordingly. They will continue to read their 

self-selected book each night and write a quick summary using their book notes 

sheet. 

Math will be focusing on ESTIMATION, MULTIPLICATION AND STATISTI-
CAL ANALYSIS. OH MY! Unit 2 focuses on (+), (-) and multiplication review 

with the added bonus of decimals. We will also review mean, median, mode and 

range. 

Social studies will begin with a unit on map skills and different types of maps will 

be introduced and reviewed. Then we will move into a simulation of early Ameri-
can Colonization. Students will be divided into ñcoloniesò where they will face 

problems typical of life in the 17th century America. Interaction among the colonies 

results in trading, alliances, and sometimes conflict. 

As always, we will continue to work in groups to help develop our team building 

and cooperation skill. 

The 5th grade team, 

Mrs. Ward and Mrs. Hahn 

 

http://www.vanmeverenlaw.com/
http://www.joannedeleon.com/
http://www.absolutedental-vision.com/
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K-2nd
 

In the first couple of 
months the kids have 

been learning the PE 

rules and expectations, 
spatial awareness, and 

just recently some basic 

ball skills using both 

their hands and feet. As I continually  
assess each class I still see a need to  

make sure all the kids are learning the  

importance of knowing where they are 
and the importance of spatial awareness. 

In the next month we will be learning 

the steps of catching and juggling using 

scarves and start with some 21st Century 

fitness skills and workouts!! 

3rd-5th 
We are currently fin-
ishing our soccer unit 

and getting ready to 

play and learn some 

organized soccer 
games. We started by learning all the 

major fundamental skills so that when 

we start with games kids can feel 
much more successful knowing they 

can perform some of the essential 

skills. As weather comes and goes 

kids will be experiencing both indoor 

and outdoor soccer. In the next month 

we will be covering both 21st Century 
fitness skills and workouts along with 

sport cup-stacking! Sport stacking not 

only promotes physical fitness, but 
also academic learning. Students that 

sport stack on a regular basis have 

shown increases in test scores and 

levels of concentration. This is 
achieved by students using both their 

right and left sides of their brain. 

When students sport stack they are 
crossing the "midline" of their bodies 

and developing new connections in 

their brains. These new connections 
help to spur brain growth which in 

turn promotes greater academic 

achievement. 

 

Important Dates: 
 

ROLLERLAND!!! 
Our next date for our 

Skate Party is Novem-

ber 10th, 2011! 6:00 
p.m.-8:00 p.m. Mark it 

on your calendar. 

What are we doing right now in PE?  

http://lilliansshoppe.com/fortcollins/

