
Congratulations are in store for RiffenburghÕs 3-5 Odyssey of the Mind team for scoring 
the highest in their division and age group and earning First Place! 

The team has worked on this for several months and presented their skit March 26th, at 
PSDÕs tournament at Fossil Ridge High School. Their problem was called ÒLe Tour Guide.Ó 
They were required to follow a set of rules and perform their skit in under 8 minutes. 
Their scenario had to include a classical character (they chose Pippi Longstocking and 
Sherlock Holmes) that acts as a tour guide whose incorrect explanation about is 
corrected by a tourist. An inanimate object (a coconut) showed signs of life and a 
worthless object (George WashingtonÕs belly button lint) was guarded. 

The team also competed in part 2 of the competition called, ÒSpontaneous.Ó The two 
scores they receive combine to make their grand total.  We want to wish very creative 
group, ÒGood LuckÓ when they compete April 9th, in Greeley, at Mountain View High 
School! 

Members of the group are Henry Cafaro, Chandler Tomaschow, Avery Bend, Avry 
Richter, Matthew Pappas, and Ellen Weiler. Coaches are David Goldberg and David 
Tomaschow. 

Also performing, but in a non-competitive format, was our Primary team. They were 
Kirk Johnson, Tom Cafaro, Jasper Morris, Steven Orozco, Dylan Peacock, Max Johnson, 
Emerson Weiler, Sydney Eubank, Adam Shatila, Lucas Roberts, and Leah Rohlfs. Their 
humorous performance was about a character who tries to make money from some wild 
ideas. Congratulations for all your hard work and wonderful, creative skits!
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First Graders Investigate 
Plants Around the World

First grade students have started their first IB inquiry unit about plants.  They 
are excited about what they are discovering!  Students have the opportunity 
to post their inquiry questions on the “I Wonder” board.  First graders are 
enjoying asking questions to guess the contents of the plant mystery bags.  
We have been learning about seeds and the life cycle of plants.  For the next 
six weeks, first graders will explore these questions:  How do plants grow 
and change?  How can we care for plants?  What is the importance of plants 
in our lives?  We will go on a plant scavenger hunt in the park.  We will plant 
seeds and records our observations in our plant journals.  To share our 
learning, students will create a plant brochure explaining what they have 
learned.  As a culminating learning activity, first graders will hike to Bath 
Nursery for a field trip!  First graders love plants!

Kindergarten Field Trip to 

Garbage Garage

On Tuesday, April 5th, Riffenburgh kindergarteners will be 

visiting the Larimer County LandÞll and will have the 

opportunity to learn about the recycling center, garbage 

garage, and landÞll. We look forward to learning about how 

to reduce, reuse and recycle! 

Jack, Tailyn, Justin and Megan

Looking for 

something to do 

with your 

family?

Raining 

outside?

Want to 

challenge your 

Mom or Dad?

DonÕt turn on 

the TV

DonÕt reach for 

the video 

games...

Check Out the 

Game

Closet

Riffenburgh has 

games to 

borrow.

Check it Out!



TEACHER REQUESTS FOR 
THE 2011-12 SCHOOL YEAR   

As we approach the last two 
months of the school year, there 
are many preparations in progress 
for the upcoming school year.  
One important area of planning 
involves developing balanced 
class groups as students move to 
the next grade level.  There are 
many factors that are considered 
by teachers in creating balanced 
classes, including:

Class size (number of students 
per class)

Gender (distribution of boys 
and girls)

Academic ability (comparable 
between both classes)

Leadership (some children with 
leadership qualities in each room)

Individual student needs 
(learning, behavior, 
independence)

We also consider parental 
requests for teachers as part of the 
process.  We will try
to honor requests as we create 
balanced class groups using the 
factors listed above.  Parents 
should indicate their preference 
for next year to your child’s 
current teacher in written form 
(email or note).  Please provide 
your reason for the request, such 
as the learning style of your child, 
experience of an older child with 
the teacher, or a strength of the 
teacher.  We will not place 
children because of friendships 

with other students, since all 
students in a grade level have 
shared recesses and we hope that 
students will continue to develop 
new friendships.  
 Any parent placement 
requests need to be given to your 
child’s teacher by no later than 
Friday, April 29, 2011, so 
teachers can consider this input as 
they develop class lists for the 
2011-12 school year.  We are 
confident that all Riffenburgh 
students will be part of class 
groups which help support 
academic and social success.

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING 
RIFFENBURGH   

Our school has received two 
donations dedicated to 
improvements at Riffenburgh.  
The Cafaro Family made 
donations in honor of Joseph 
Bronars, who passed away 
recently and was the grandfather 
of Riffenburgh students Henry 
and Tommy Cafaro.  Riffenburgh 
Girl Scout Troop 4331 
contributed $100 from the sale of 
Girl Scout cookies to support 
school programs.  We will use 
these donations to purchase 
Library books that are needed for 
the IB units being introduced in 
all grades.

COLLABORATION DAY   

Our final Collaboration Day of 
the school year will take place on 
Monday, April 18.  Riffenburgh 
staff members will spend the 
morning working on IB unit 
planners and developing themes 
that we will be introducing next 
year.  We will also examine our 
instructional schedule for 
2011-12 and monitor progress on 
our current School Improvement 
Plan.

5th Grade Immunization 
Update

5th grade parents - remember:

 Colorado State Law 
MANDATES that ALL incoming 
6th graders MUST have a Tdap 
booster!
 All students entering the 
6th grade will be required to have 
proof of receiving the Tdap 
booster.  This is based on the 
CDC recommendations to 
prevent Pertussis (whooping 
cough).  Please consult your 
healthcare provider or the 
Larimer County Health 
Department at (970) 498-6700. 
 Please bring a copy of 
these updated immunizations as 
soon as possible and no later than 
May 25th to the Riffenburgh 
Office.

News from Mr. Ryby



The 4th and 5th grade 
students are busy practicing 
Track and Field events in 
hopes of qualifying for the 
annual PSD Elementary Track 
Meet.  Students may attempt 
to qualify in up to 5 different 
events; 2 sprints, (50, 75, 100, 
& 200 meter dashes), 1 field 
event, (long jump, triple jump, 
shot put, & softball throw), 
the 4x75 meter Relay, and 
the Distance Run, (800 meter 
for 4th grade, 1600 meter for 
5th).  The students qualify 
for the 200 meter dash and 
the Distance Run during PE 
classes.  The remainder of 
the qualifications will be 
determined at their grade 
level Track Meet.  The grade 

level meets are run almost 
identical to the PSD meet.  
In this way, it prepares those 
students that qualify for 
what to expect at the 
District Meet, as well as 
provide a similar experience 
to those students who are 
unsuccessful in qualifying and 
do not attend the District 
Meet.
 
Weather permitting, the 
scheduled date and time for 
the 4th and 5th grade level 
track meet is:

WEDNESDAY, April 27th, 
9:30-12:30

The PSD District meet is 
scheduled for May 5th and 
May 7th.  All students 
qualifying for the meet will 
receive detailed instructions 
following our own Track and 
Field Day. If you have any 
questions/concerns regarding 
Track & Field Days/ District 
Track Meet please feel free 
to contact Mr. Wood or Mr. 
Chung here at Riffenburgh.

 Second Grade News
In Treasures we have been reading about how animals and plants change as they grow.  Some of the 
stories we have read are The Tiny Seed, and The Ugly Vegetables, We will read Farfallina & Marcel and 
Nutik, the wolf Pup.

In our Everyday Math program we are working on adding and subtracting money.  We will continue to 
work on fractions and multiplication. We will also continue to reinforce addition and subtraction facts to 
twenty, which helps us with problems involving carrying and borrowing.

Second graders enjoyed visiting with Þre Þghters who came to Riffenburgh with the Þre safety house.    
Students reviewed safety techniques in the home and learned what to do in case of a Þre in their home.  

During our social studies and science we begin a unit on endangered animals in Colorado.  We will be 
learning about animal habitats and why some habitats change.  

4th and 5th Grade Track and Field Days



"The main event of fourth 
quarter in music is the 
kindergarten and Þrst grade 
program on April 28th at 2:30 
and 6:00PM. With just a few 
weeks to go, the students are 
sounding great and really 
pulling all the pieces together. 
The theme of the program is 
nature/spring and includes 
lots of fun folksongs and 
movement.
"
There are some great things 
happening in grades 2-5 as 
well! "Second graders are 
reading rhythms with half 
notes and whole notes, the 

third graders are playing 
short melodies on the barred 
instruments and learning new 
sixteenth note rhythms, the 
fourth graders are singing 
songs in two-part harmony, 
and the Þfth graders are 
playing chords on the barred 
instruments to accompany 
songs. These are just a few of 
the current activities going on 
and there are a lot more to 
come before the end of the 
year!
"

Music Notes "
Kids Café Offers Free 

Meals for Children!

The Kids Café offers healthy 
and free afterschool meals 

for children ages 3-18.  
Parents can eat a full meal 
with their children for just 

$2.  Following are the 
2010-11 Kids Café locations, 

days and times: 

Core Center, 114 Bristlecone 
Drive, Fort Collins

5:15-6 p.m.,                
Monday-Thursday

Fort Collins Boys & Girls 
Club, 1608 Lancer Drive, 

Fort Collins
5-5:45 p.m., Monday-Friday

Northside Aztlan 
Community Center, 112 East 

Willow, Fort Collins
5-5:45 p.m., Monday-Friday

Harmony Road Kids Café, 
2500 E. Harmony Road, Fort 

Collins
4:30-5:15 p.m.,               

Tuesday-Thursday

Wellington Boys & Girls 
Club, 3815 Harrison Avenue, 

Wellington
4:30-5:15 p.m.,           
Monday-Friday

Kids Café is a program of 
the Food Bank for Larimer 

County brought to you in 
partnership with the Boys 
and Girls Club of Larimer 
County, Northside Aztlan 
Community Center, CORE 

center, City of Fort Collins, 
PVHS, and Crossroads 

Church. For more 
information, call 

970-530-3105.

We are wrapping up the school year with fun projects for all grade levels." 
Here is a sampling of the projects we are doing:
"
Kindergarten:" The students will be learning a song called ÒUn Dulce Para 
TiÓ or ÒA Candy For YouÓ and completing a fun accompanying worksheet.
"
1st Grade:" The ÒmuchachosÓ are designing their own school uniforms 
(uniformes escolares) and learning about some differences between 
schools in the U.S. and in Spanish-speaking countries.
"
2nd Grade:" The ÒchicosÓ will be studying the ßags of Spanish-speaking 
countries and learning about the symbolism behind some of the designs.
"
3rd Grade:" The Òni–osÓ are making name acrostics, choosing an adjective 
in Spanish to go with each letter of their name.
"
4th Grade:" The ÒhijosÓ are designing seals for the city of Fort Collins in the 
Spanish tradition.
"
5th Grade:" The ÒestudiantesÓ will be learning the geography of Central 
and South America through hands-on activities.
"
Hasta luego, Sra. Ashby

Noticias de la Clase de 
Español



When parents and schools work together, the results 
can be incredible, including better grades, attitudes and 
behavior. 

In today's busy world, however, the idea of parent 
involvement can be overwhelming. "What do I have to 
do?" you may wonder. "I'm already short on time!" 
Don't worry. Involvement doesn't need to be 
complicated or time consuming. 

Even though the end of the school year is right around 
the corner, it isn't too late to get involved. Starting 
right now, you can:

 Attend events. Put key gatherings on your 
calendar as soon as possible. Your child might sing in a 
school musical, for instance, or play on a school team. 
While at school, make an effort to connect with staff 
and other families. 

 Read materials. Pay attention to school 
information sent home and posted online. Request it in 
another language if needed. Keep track of important 
dates, such as end-of-year celebrations and tests. 

 Join the parent-teacher group. If you can't 
make it to meetings, read the minutes from each 
meeting. 

 Volunteer. Classrooms have a variety of needs. 
Ask your child's teacher if there is anything you can do 
to help out. Perhaps you could prepare items for a 
craft, organize a class party, read to students or help in 
another way that fits your schedule. 

 Ask questions. "How can I help my child 
succeed?" "Should I correct homework mistakes with 
him?" "What are the most important school tasks for us 
to accomplish each day at home?" 

Reprinted with permission from the April 2011 issue of 
Parents make the difference!® (Elementary School 
Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2011 The Parent 
Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: "Parent 
Participation: How to Get Involved in Your Child's 
School Activities," Colorín Colorado, 
www.colorincolorado.org/article/26541.

It's never too late for 

parents to get involved 

at school

You can practice fluent 
reading with your 

elementary schooler

 When teachers read aloud, they do it fluently--
so smoothly it's almost as if they're talking 
instead of reading! Fluency is a skill kids need 
to develop too. Children who read quickly and 
easily like reading more, and they get more out 
of what they read. 

Once your child has learned to read, put special 
emphasis on fluency. Try to:

 Read, read, read. Research shows that 
just reading develops fluency! (Reading aloud to 
your child counts too.) Squeeze reading into 
your day creatively. For example, write your 
child notes and turn on captioning during TV 
time. 

 Reread. Your child probably has favorite 
books he loves to hear over and over. That's 
fine! Researchers say new and old materials 
help with fluency. All reading makes a 
difference. 

 Read together. Instead of reading 
silently, read the same material--aloud--at the 
same time. Let your child pick what to read. 
Suggest that he point to words with his fingers 
as you both read them. 

Reprinted with permission from the April 2011 
issue of Parents make the difference!® 
(Elementary School Edition) newsletter. 
Copyright © 2011 The Parent Institute®, a 
division of NIS, Inc. Source: "Fluency: Helping 
Your Child Read and Understand," Promising 
Practices, Families and Advocates Partnership 
for Education, www.fape.org/pubs/fape-37.pdf.
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