How can I help my child be a better reader?

· Make reading a regular part of your family time
· Read to and with your children
· Ask your children to guess what comes next in a story
· Listen to your children read
· Celebrate your children’s success in reading
· Limit TV time
· Talk with your children about books, magazine articles, and newspaper stories you have read
· Check with your children’s teachers to monitor their progress
· Make reading a priority and a fun activity – try to provide children with high-interest reading material
· Play games that build learning skills and are fun
· Get your children their own library card and take them there regularly
· Talk to your children about what they think as they read
· Don’t worry if their reading is not perfect!
In reading, we…

· Create a balance of oral, independent, and focused instructional reading

· Allow students the freedom to choose their own books for independent reading

· Model and discuss the reading process

· Activate prior knowledge

· Make predictions and check to confirm

· Respond thoughtfully to what we read

· Understand purpose and audience

· Emphasize comprehension, rate, and vocabulary more than fluency

· Use collaborative activities for support

· Read silently then discuss our thoughts

· Focus on evaluation and higher-order thinking

· Teach skills in context of literature

· Write before and after reading

· Develop skills for reading in core content areas

· Measure success through…

· Reading habits and attitudes

· Improvement in comprehension, rate, and vocabulary

· Texts and tests

