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Odyssey of the Mind 

Long-Term Problem Synopses
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Nature Trail'r



Sponsored by NASA.



This problem requires teams to design, build and drive a human-powered vehicle and camper that will go on a camping trip.

When the vehicle arrives at the Campground, the camper will be disconnected and the vehicle will travel on a team-created

Nature Trail. On the Nature Trail, the vehicle will overcome an obstacle, clean up the environment, encounter wildlife, and

undergo a repair. The performance will include a character that is in or near the camper that explains the experience as part of its role.
Return to the Gift of Flight







Teams will make and operate a series of aircraft that will complete a variety of flight plans. The flight plans include flying

straight, making a target spin, traveling slowly, dropping something into a target, touching down and taking off, and a mass

launch of multiple aircraft. The aircraft in the solution will be made of a variety of materials and will have a variety of power

sources. The testing of the aircraft will be presented in a team-created performance that will include a character that serves as

a creative “air traffic controller.”
Discovered Treasures

 




Teams will create and present an original performance that includes the portrayal of the discovery of two archaeological treasures. One portrayal will be a team-created version of the discovery of an actual historical treasure. The other portrayal will be the team’s depiction of a modern sculpture or structure that exists today but is discovered in the future. The performance will include an artistic representation of the two discovered treasures and characters that are part of the discovery teams.

Column Structure
The problem is to design and build balsa wood columns that will function together to balance and support as much weight as

possible. The columns must not be connected to each other in any way. The team will test its Column Structure by placing

weights onto it. The team will add weight until its Column Structure breaks or time ends. Bonus score will be awarded for the

number of columns used. The team will incorporate the testing of its columns in an original team-created performance.
Food Court 
The problem is to create and present a humorous performance where a food item is accused of being unhealthy and must

defend itself among its food peers. All characters are food items and will include “the accused,” “the accuser,” a jury that is

not portrayed by team members, and additional team-created characters. The jury will reveal its decision to the audience.
Surprise Party







Primary: Grades K-2
The team is to create and present a humorous performance that includes a Surprise Party for a team-created character. The

theme of the party is a surprise because it is being given for something that is not normally celebrated. Partygoers will give

three gifts that help symbolize the theme of the party. The performance will also include an original party “noisemaker” that
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makes an unusual sound instead of a loud sound.
Name: ________________________________________ Grade: ____ Teacher: ___________________

Address: _________________________________________________ Phone: ____________________

Parents’ Names: ___________________________________ E-Mail:_____________________________________
Problem Choices: 

1st: _________________________ 2nd: _______________________ 3rd: ________________________

If possible, I would like to be on a team with my friend _________________________ phone: __________________

Parent involvement required Please choose one: ____ Co-Coach    ____ Judge    ____ Tournament Volunteer

I, ____________________________________________ (student’s name), understand that participation in Odyssey of the Mind is a team effort.  I am responsible for participating in team meetings, activities and the district-wide    O.M. Tournament on Saturday, March 27th, 2010.  If I am sick, I will notify my coaches prior to the meeting and will make every effort to make up what I missed on my own so I am prepared when my team meets again.
Student Signature: __________________________ Parent Signature: ___________________________
Registration Deadline:  Friday, November 13th 

OM Coordinator use ONLY: Date Received  ____/____/2009
WHAT IS ODYSSEY OF THE MIND?


The Odyssey of the Mind program was “founded on the belief that the mind, like the body, can be trained through practice and exercise to reach it’s fullest potential.”  Through this school sponsored extracurricular program, students divide into teams of 5 to 7 members and learn creative techniques and team skills to solve given problems.


In the annual District wide competition, held Saturday, March 27th, 2010 at Fossil Ridge High School, teams will participate in fun-filled mental gymnastics and present final solutions to one of six problems developed by the National OM. 

Questions?  Contact your Werner OM Coordinator: 

Carol Wilusz 970 377 0709, cjwilusz@comcast.net 
IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR:

Student & Parent Information Rally:

When/Where: Wednesday, November 4th at 6:30 p.m. in Werner’s Media Center

Who: 
All Students and Parents who want to learn more about OM and sign up for a team.

Note:  If you are already familiar with OM, you do not need to attend. Just return your registration by Friday, November 13th
What will be Covered:  

· Objective and purpose of OM;
· Parent/Volunteer needs; 
· Teams, Problems, and Divisions; 
· Initial opportunity to sign-up for teams
Registration Deadline:

When:    Friday, November 13th  

· Every effort will be made to honor your first problem choice.  

· If requested, I will do my best to put you together with your friends!  

· Teams will be formed on a first-come, first-served basis.

Kick-Off Meeting:

When/Where:  TBA…….
Who:  All Registered OMers Must Attend this Meeting with A Parent/Guardian! 
This will be when lots of things will happen:

· You meet the rest of your team
· You will finalize coaches, judges and volunteers (Each team must identify 2 coaches, 2 judges and 2 volunteers.)
· You will choose a meeting day, time and location, and also schedule your first meeting.  (Please bring your calendars.) 
See Problem Synopsis and Registration Coupon on the back!










Return Coupon to your Teacher!
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