
Werner Elementary School PTA

5400 Mail Creek Lane

Fort Collins CO 80525

Minutes of the PTA General Meeting

October 8, 2009

____________________________________________________________

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Julie Grillo at 6:34 pm.

Attendance 
See attendance sign in sheet.

Review of Minutes  
Bridget Froelich moved to approve the minutes.  Melissa Robinson seconded the motion.

Treasurer's Report
Melissa Robinson moved to nominate Bre Wells as new PTA treasurer and Jenny Whetsell seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous and Bre Wells was voted new PTA treasurer.


Jenny Whetsell moved to approve the budget and Bridget Froelich approved.  The vote was unanimous and the budget approved.

Newsletter Going 

Green
A motion was set to have the PTA newsletter go green and have it available online instead of printing hard copies to all Werner parents.  Mrs. Spangler wanted to know which child will receive the newsletter.  The oldest one will.  Bridget Froelich wanted to know when will it start – in November.  Kris Lee said that it might not be too much time but Mrs. Spangler said that with too much time parents might forget what to do.  The “going green” flyer will go in children's folder on Monday.  Bridget Froelich suggested sending an email to notify parents the days of publication.  Kerri Yockey approved the motion and Melissa Bates seconded.  The vote was unanimous and the initiative approved.

Miscellaneous
The new PTA website was showed live during the meeting and explained.  Wanda Molinary guided the audience through the website and its links.  The PTA website resides in the PSD website.  There are two links from the Werner homepage to the PTA website for easy access.  


Renee Cohn-Jones moved to approved the buying of QuickBooks for PTA use and Bridget Froelich seconded the motion.  There was a special price and a special version for non-profit organizations.  The vote was unanimous and buying the software was approved.


Tiffany Haag talked about the Long Range Committee.  A committee that will look to use PTA funding for long term ideas/projects within the school.


Lisa Worlund wants to form a lunchroom committee to address issues presented by parents.  Parents and grandparents expressed concerns regarding paraprofessional in the lunchroom, discipline, what works and what doesn't work, quality of food, what is expected of children in the classroom, etc.  Mindy Gee mentioned that there should be more manpower in the classroom and Kris Lee agreed.  Half of attendees agreed that there are some issues that need to be resolved.  The board will discuss to see if a committee will be form or if parents will talk individually with Hayden Camp.

Principal's Update
3rd grade class size relief


We have Mrs. Burkhart back and will begin utilizing Cara Melland in the 30% role beginning next week. The third grade teachers and I met with about 23 parents last week to discuss our staffing procedure, our enrollment trends, and our current solutions.  I also discussed my intent to have an informational meeting about student-based budgeting and how that applies to Werner.  I also intend to survey parents and staff to help prioritize what we want in order to ensure student learning.  This will help us as we build staffing plans in the spring.


Facility Design Feasibility Study

     
You may have been hearing the news around the Facility Utilization Study’s recommendations to close and/or consolidate some schools.  The district will begin a Feasibility Committee to work on some short and long term options.  Those options do not directly Werner at this time.  The only impact I see at this time is if Lopez is combined with another school and their space is used for a small high school (one of the recommendations from the Small School Study a few years ago).  We could see additional enrollment from that because of our proximity.  There will be opportunities for community input and you can keep up with district news by checking on the website 


(http://www.psd

 HYPERLINK "http://www.psdschools.org/" \n _blank
schools.org).  


After a decision is made from the Feasibility Study, we will begin the process of looking at boundary changes.  I do not have any timeline or other information on that yet.


MIL/Bond Information

   
The district is looking at a potential MIL/Bond in 2010 and has already begun the process of gathering information on needs.  In the coming months, this committee will work with each school community to help prioritize our needs/wants to help accomplish our district and school goals.  More information will come later about this process.

Miscellaneous
Directories made a profit of approximately $700 – around $2 per directory plus the profit from business advertisements.


The coupon book is coming soon.  There has been some issues with the distributors.


The outreach committee will have a big event, coming on December 10th.  


On October 19th there will be a restaurant night at Rustic Oven where a percentage of all patrons, not just Werner parents, will be given to Werner.


PTA membership cards were distributed to attendees.  There is a password in the card that members can use in the Colorado PTA website to get more information on benefits.


The meeting was adjourned at 7:16pm.

Speaker Series
Paragon Martial Arts – Joel D. Bass, Owner/Chief Instructor 


Topic: 
Empower Your Children with Safety Awareness!

                                 
Children of every age, gender and race are vulnerable to child abduction.  Paragon Martial Arts (a member of ATA) and AMBERAlert.com have teamed up in helping parents in our community minimize the risk of child abduction through education through Kidz‘N Power.


Kidz’N Power program covers important safety information in a straight forward non-threatening way including break away techniques, stranger warning signs, and tips to deal with bullies.  Learn how to keep your kids safe!


